
 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

It's been heartwarming, really—your response to us as your Interim Pastoral Team—and to Rev.    

Joshua Simon, our new Pastor!. You've been kind and encouraging; a phrase Pastors Deb, Tom, Tim 

and I have heard a lot is: "Thank you.” We appreciate that. I think I’m speaking for all of us when I 

say the same right back to you!  

And: Congratulations, Emanuel Church—you are a vibrant, confident congregation, well-equipped 

to handle this transition time. You've got great leaders, tons of talent, spiritual gifts in abundance, a 

heart for God, and well-placed confidence in how our God can point the way into a new and wide

-open future.  

It’s been a joy and honor to have served my church as part of the Interim team. On January 1, I’ll 

conclude my interim role, and return to my seat in the pews. I do so gladly, eager to see what God 

has in store, and confident that it’s my time to hand the baton to a new generation of clergy—like 

Pastor Josh, who’s exceptionally well-prepared! But I do so thankful for the joy and love we’ve 

shared in these in-between months. 

There's something else that we’ve shared: holiness. 

We walked together through powerful moments in life: birth, death; struggle, accomplishment; 

deep sadness, great joy. Some memories are unique to us: This happened to these people in this 

time and place. The presence of God in it all confirms that its significance extends far beyond what 

we can see. 

You can't buy this; it can't be programmed. It only happens when people of deep faith invest  

deeply in one another. Remember that we didn't choose Emanuel Church as much as God chose 

us to become part of its life; this is part of our life's calling and purpose. God's call and claim on us 

gives our lives a kind of holiness, a sacredness, a sense of awe, in all we do. Called by God to be  

together, bound in loving covenant, we are building a wealth of awe-tinged memories. 

Each pastor's role is for a season—one plants; one waters—but it is God who nurses holy growth  

over time (1 Corinthians 3:6-7). With thankfulness for the interim role I’ve been honored to play 

among you, it’s time for me to turn my attention to my other joy: writing. As we move forward,   

treasure the priceless gift of the Emanuel Church family, which we entered when we made         

covenant promises together in the sight of God. It is a God-made gift to us, one that grows richer 

over time. Siblings in Christ: together, we’ve been (and still are) shaping eternity.  

Pastor Dale Stohre 
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EMANUEL ECHO  



 

 

Dear Emanuel Church Members:                                                                                                                                                                        
Park’s Edge Preschool is ringing in the New Year with Christmas Cheer!   
Speaking of Christmas…. Jesus’ Birthday Celebration is a favorite ‘PEP family’ 
tradition around here that hasn’t been celebrated in style since COVID.   
Thursday, December 15th, PEP was happy to welcome family and friends back  
into Emanuel Church’s beautiful sanctuary to PEP’s Annual ‘Jesus’ Birthday  
Celebration’.  The entire sanctuary was filled with smiling parents,  
grandparents, and siblings too, as they enjoyed the  story of Jesus’ birth.   
 

The 2022 special Christmas production was based on the storybook, ‘Angel, Angel!  What Do You See?’ by Cherie 
Pless Dittmer.  The story is like the classic book, ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’ seeing animals of   different colors 
compared to ‘Angel, Angel’ seeing characters of the Christmas Story-Mary, Joseph, sheep, shepherds, angels, 
stars, the wisemen, God’s children and baby Jesus. The program included participation from every child/age group 
entering the sanctuary, wearing symbolic Christmas costumes, and singing traditional Christmas carols.   At the 
end of the program everyone was treated to a ‘Jesus’ birthday cupcake and fellowship in Kurth Hall.  Thank you, 
Emanuel Church, for the use of your beautiful sanctuary.   
 

Non-perishable food donations collected for Jesus’ Birthday celebration will be donated to the Milwaukee Hunger 
Task Force early January 2023.   Please help us fill the Hunger Task Force bin.  We are specifically collecting  
generous donations of peanut butter and non-perishable protein foods for the population in need.  Hunger never 
gets a Christmas Holiday break and food donations are welcome year ‘round at PEP/Emanuel Church! A big thank 
you to the many friends that helped make PEP’s annual food drives successful.  Please keep the families that go 
hungry this holiday season in your thoughts and prayers.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday, January 29th, 2023, is UCC’s CHHSM Sunday. Park’ Edge Preschool has been a member of the United 
Church of Christ’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministries since June 1999. CHHSM Sunday gives  
Emanuel Church members an opportunity to celebrate Park’s Edge Preschool’s ministry serving Hales Corners and 
the surrounding community with Christian child-care. Special blessings and prayers bestowed on Park’s Edge  
Preschool staff and Emanuel Church members in the health and human service professions.  
 

This year, CHSSM’s 85th Annual Meeting is Themed ‘Together Through Mountains and Valleys’, will be held in 
Denver, Colorado, March 7-9.   Due to PEP’s staffing shortage, I will not be attending the CHHSM Annual Meeting 
this year but will be there in spirit.  CHHSM’s President Jamal Doyle is most proud of 2022’s accomplishment of 
the development of the Justice REDI Work (Justice, Race, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion). This standing committee 
works with the other CHHSM Boards and staff committees, and contract consultants to integrate CHHSM’s Justice 
REDI initiatives across the life of the organization.  CHHSM is firmly committed to justice, inclusion and belonging.  
Please pray for CHHSM Ministries that serve the most vulnerable populations with Christian care. 
 

The new year brings changes to the PEP board.  Thank you to Marcia Goecks, PEP’s outgoing Vice President  
(and past President) has faithfully served on the PEP Board of Directors for nine years.  Marcia was instrumental  
in helping PEP receive the stand alone 501c3 in 2016. Also rolling off due to other obligations is Jennifer  
Meinholdt-Hastings, President; Matt Egan, Treasurer; Rhonda Perry, Secretary; Pastor Dale Stohre and  
Kim Kozlik, BOD members. All have served PEP well since the beginning of the COVID pandemic and will truly 
be missed.  Newly enlisted to the PEP board is Amber Haskins (treasurer); Caitlin Merkel, a former PEP teacher, 
now working for the Whitnall School District; and Megan Skaggs, Social Worker, will complement the PEP Board’s 
existing leadership, Attorney Stephanie Ziebell.  Pastor Dale has promised to continue to write a family prayer for 
PEP’s monthly newsletter. I appreciate PEP board members’ time, talent, and commitment to the children/families 
that PEP serves.  PEP is looking for a few other candidates with complimentary skill sets to add to the board.   
If you are interested in learning more, please let me know.           
  
Thank you to the leadership and many volunteers of Emanuel Church, for your continued support and prayers for 
Park’s Edge Preschool.         
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Happy New Year & Good Tidings,                                                                                                                                                                        
Ellen Kvalheim, Director 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 

The Senior Choir sings on Sundays, January 8, (Baptism of Christ), 15, 22, and 29 at 9:30am,    

with rehearsals at 8:45am.  Wednesday evening rehearsals are on January 4, 11, 18, and 25 at 

7:00pm.   We can always use more voices, so come and join the choir! There are no tryouts,  

just come and sing! 

 

HAND BELL CHOIR 

The Hand Bell Choir will be “off” for January and will resume rehearsals on Thursday, February 2 

at 7:00pm. Please see the February “Echo” for more details. 

 

SOLOISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS 

Vocal soloists and instrumentalists are always welcome to enhance and enrich our worship   

services at any time.  All are welcome to sing or play! Young  people are especially                 

encouraged! Please talk to/see/e-mail Mark if interested or with any questions or concerns   

you may have! 

 

THANK YOU 

 

My sincere thanks to all of Emanuel’s musicians who put forth an extra effort during the busy 

holiday season! The music was enjoyed by all!   

 

Happy New Year! See you in worship!   

 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

Home:  414.272.2230   

Mobile:  414.336.2507 

Work:  414.403.8241 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 



 

 

 

January
DATE LITURGIST HOSPITALITY HOSPITALITY 

JANUARY 1 Dennis Ciche  Lori Abramowski Dale Stohre 

JANUARY 8 Chuck Spargue Peggy Berg Jerry Gratz 

JANUARY 15 Steve Breutzmann Cindy Mixon Sue Sorce  

JANUARY 22 Carol Sprague  Nancy Zaborowski Debbie Thon  

JANUARY 29 Naomi Guddie  Jayne Larson Noni Guddie  

GATHERING DATES  
Below are the Gathering dates for 2023.    

If you are interested in signing up to help serve on 

one of these Saturdays, please sign-up on the  

bulletin board in the Narthex.     
 

Coordinators for The Gathering are: 

Marie Hoven (414) 881-8796  and   

Connie Sawyer (630) 430-4471 

   

LOCATION:  Running Rebels , 1300 W. Fond du Lac Avenue 

FEBRUARY 4th  OCTOBER 7th  

MARCH 18th  NOVEMBER 11th  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Appreciation and gratitude to Steve Szklarski for his ongoing efforts to take care of and 

maintain our church building and grounds. Recently he has replaced a broken pressure valve 

on our hot water heater and the aluminum trim on the outside basement window that was 

damaged by a raccoon. Steve has saved Emanuel Church and PEP many dollars in the work 

he does  that we otherwise would have had to contract outside services for. 
 

Thank you Steve! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1/1 Robert Snyder 

1/1 Debbie Matthies 

1/1 Addie Lambe 

1/5 Craig Kvalheim 

1/7 Laura Fanning 

1/8 Cindy Mixon 

1/8 Sylvie gill 

1/11 Aaron Baldwin 

1/12 Pamela Norby 

1/12 Mark Breutzmann  

1/13 Eileen Kvalheim 

1/18 Jody Rossmann 

1/20  Andrew Van Hulle 

1/21 Marnie Schmidt  

1/22 Steve Szklarski 

1/22 Jessica Lawton  

1/23 Kevin Haass 

1/25 Jameson Schroeder 

1/26 Gene Detert  

1/27 Velma Stein  

1/28 Karen Johnson  

1/31 John Zacher  

NOVEMBER 27 79 

DECEMBER 4 81 

DECEMBER 11 114 

DECEMBER 18 123 

Rev. Tim Perkins will be providing Pastoral Care for  

Emanuel during the month of January. If you are in need of 

pastoral care, please email pastors@emanuel-ucc.org  

or call the church office at 414-425-1515.  
 

PHOTO DIRECTORY 
We will have a make-up photo day for 

those who wanted to be in the new      

directory but were unable to attend one 

of the 3 Sundays that were available.  The date for the 

make-up photo day will be  

     SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th. 

If you would like to be included on this Sunday, please sign 

up on the bulletin board or call the church office.    
 

If you would like to see your photo that was already taken, 

there is a clip board hanging on the bulletin board in the 

narthex. We will be able to place orders if you choose to do 

so in January.  

2023 GIVING ENVELOPES 

Giving Envelopes are now available 

in the narthex.  They will be labeled 

with names and giving numbers.  

If you did not let the church office know that you wanted 

envelopes, please give me a call and I can  

designate one of the extra orders for you.  

Thank you.  

CHILDCARE DURING WORSHIP  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Emanuel is working on having childcare 

available during  worship. We would like to 

have a  rotation of members that would be willing to take 

1or 2 Sundays a month to volunteer.  

The nursery is upstairs in the preschool  

classrooms.  We would need 2 people in the nursery each 

Sunday to maintain Safe Sanctuary guidelines. If you are 

interested in   helping out in the nursery, please contact the 

church office.  



 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex if you are  

interested in attending book club. The location of where the book 

club is meeting will be on the sign-up sheet and in the weekly        

bulletin. Below is a list of the upcoming dates and book selections.  

 

Thank you to everyone who participated and helped with this years Children's Christmas       

Program. Our program was called “10 Symbols of Christmas” and you can watch it on  

Emanuel’s Facebook page if you were unable to attend. The children were so excited to give 

out their ornament symbols to the congregation this year. The Sunday School children also  

recorded a live performance that will be shown at the  

Christmas Eve Service at 6pm.  

 

We hope that all the children 

and their families have a       

blessed Christmas!  

 

The Board of Christian Education  

 

NOTE:  There will be NO Sunday School on December 

25th or January 1st!  

Thank you to the Board of Christian Education; Julie Porter, Karin McElrone, Susan Corchado, 

Jenele Baldwin, and Casey Gott for their hard work with providing 2 separate Children’s  

Christmas Programs for the Sunday School this year!  

  EMANUEL BOOK CLUB 

JANUARY 24th  - TBA 

“In An Instant” by Suzanne Redfeam  

FEBRUARY 28th—TBA 

“Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng 

MARCH 28th—TBA 

“Between Sisters” by Kristin Hannah  

APRIL 25th—TBA 

“In Five Years” by Rebecca Serle  

MAY 23rd—TBA 

“The Good Son” by Jacquelyn Mitchard 

JUNE 27th—TBA 

“Wish You Were Here” by Jodi Picoult  

EMANUEL CHURCH 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dale Stohre 

pastors@emanuel-ucc.org   
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

  

 

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 

Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  WEBSITE:  www.emanuel-ucc.org 

WORSHIP WITH US ON 


