
 

 

 

 

 

AN EPISTLE TO EMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

Thomas and Deborah Payden, servants of Christ, to the saints in 

Christ Jesus at Emanuel United Church of Christ, Hales Corners. 

 

Grace and peace to you. 

 

We give thanks to God we have been able to serve among you these past months with Tim 

and Dale. We have born witness with you to the joys and sorrows of this faith community.  

We have known of your struggle, doubts, and frustrations in your time of discernment and  

seeking of new pastoral leadership. But in the midst of this journey the mysterious and glorious 

presence of our God continues to be made known. The ministries of Christ abound within and 

outside of the walls of this building. Witness is born in Word and Sacrament. Traditions intersect 

with new ways and meaning. Music resounds in many forms. Generous hands and hearts are 

outstretched and always close at hand whenever needed, even if unknown to us or  

others.  Age is honored, youth and children  treasured.  Welcome is given to all. You continue  

to serve with courage and strength for your part in the Body of Christ in this world.  We are   

convinced you will continue to bear joyful witness to the Light of Christ. We give thanks for the 

call of the Rev. Joshua Simon who will serve among you. We will continue to pray for your  

ministry and will look forward to hearing of the good works you are doing on behalf of Jesus 

Christ. Blessings to you in the name of God our Creator, Christ our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit 

our Sustainer.  

 

And Timothy Perkins and Dale Stohre, co-servants of Christ say, “AMEN!” 

 

We all look forward to celebrating our Interim Ministry with you on Sunday, February 5. 

 

My reflection on our interim time together will appear in the Emanuel Annual Report. Pastor Tim 
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EMANUEL ECHO  



 

 

Dear Emanuel Church Members: 

 Valentine’s Day is upon us and of course we are busy making valentines at 

Park’s Edge Preschool.   The preschool children will also be creating special 

valentines for the residents at Hales Corners Care Center and veterans 

too.   Valentine activities are planned in each classroom.  It’s a very special week for everyone in    

attendance throughout the weeklong celebration of love and friendship. 
 

Twenty PEP staff were trained in CPR and on the AED machine this past month by Brian Schulenburg 

from Pulses First Aid Training.   The Wisconsin State Licensing Department requires all staff to be CPR 

certified.  The training also includes first aid, blood borne pathogens, and AED machine experience. 

PEP’s February staff meeting required biennial training in child abuse and neglect.  Check out the       

Wisconsin Department of Children and Families website for valuable information for families with  

young children on required training for staff in meeting health and safety standards. 
 

Thursday, January 26 and Friday, January 27, the Wisconsin Association for Child Care Administrator’s 

(WCCAA) Annual Conference was held in Pewaukee, Wisconsin.  I was excited to be able to attend this 

year despite a staffing shortage.  The conference gives opportunity for networking with  directors from 

other centers.  I am curious how the childcare worker shortage is going to be addressed as centers 

across the state and nation are faced with a shortage of childcare workers.  Did you know that over 

100,000 care givers have left the profession since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic?   This crisis 

is impacting childcare programs, families looking for childcare, and businesses employing workers with 

children.  I am encouraged that WCCAA is addressing this issue with active lobbyists working on behalf 

of WCCAA advocating for this issue.  I will keep you informed on how this situation develops. 
 

On Valentine’s Day, Tuesday, February 14th children will be decked out in red, pink, purple, and/or 

hearts in celebration of this wonderful day celebrating love.  Park’s Edge Preschool sponsors an annual 

Valentine’s Day Parade at 10am in Emanuel Church’s beautiful Sanctuary.  You are welcome to come 

and see it and celebrate love and friendship at PEP.   Have a Happy Valentine’s Day!!  
 

 CHHSM Sunday is celebrated by the United Church of Christ on the last Sunday in January.  Sunday,   

January 29th Health, and Human Service Ministries will be celebrated.   Park’s Edge Preschool is a       

recognized ministry of the United Church of Christ’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministry 

(CHHSM) since 1999.  CHHSM Ministries range in size from small care centers to large hospital             

networks, bound together by the call to serve others in faith.  CHHSM’s purpose is reflected in the logo, 

where the central image is the basin and towel, traditional Christian symbols of service.  The symbol  

and name of the United Church of Christ’s is integral to the logo as well, expressing the commitment of 

the ministries to be one in service and covenant with the church.  Please pray for CHHSM Ministries and 

servant leaders working with vulnerable populations around the world.  Thank you. 
 

Love is the reason for this month’s holiday season.  We are fortunate to share Jesus’ teachings to ‘Love 

One Another’ with the children in our care.  Please pass it on to others too ☺ Thank you! 

 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Ellen M. Kvalheim, Park’s Edge Preschool Director 



 

 

 

Our Mission is to encourage faith in God as the     

focus of our lives, and to empower us through       

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit to: 

Worship God joyfully, 

Learn about God’s intentions for us and 

to serve others with love!   
 

 

The Emanuel Church Mission Team would like to share some of  the activities that we were    

collectively able to participate in during 2022, as we all began to move beyond the  

darkness of our recent pandemic. 

 

❖ UCC Annual Giving: contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church,   

Neighbors in Need, and the Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross). 

 

❖ Serving Saturday midday meals at The Gathering 4 times during the year. 

 

❖ Sharing the proceeds from the Lenten offering with Sojourners Truth House. 

 

❖ Participation in the Guest House "Undy 500" under clothing drive. 

 

❖ Invited Vanessa Harris from ERAS (formerly Southwest Interfaith) to speak on their programs  

and volunteer opportunities which help mostly elderly and home-bound people in the  

community. Held a Gift Card Gobble collection, and the cash donations went towards  

purchasing 24 $10 gift cards for ERAS clients to aid in grocery and prescription needs. 

 

❖ Invitation to the Veterans Outreach of Wisconsin, Racine to display their "Tiny House" at our  

Car Show, and held a food drive for them. Also held a Christmas Barrel collection of food and  

personal care items with the collection divided and distributed to Veterans Outreach of WI  

and Bethel Bethany's neighborhood pantry. 

 

❖ Worked the Frazzled Family Dinner in partnership with PEP. 

 

❖ The Giving Tree providing Christmas gifts for a family at Sojourners Truth House.  

 
In 2023 we are looking to partner with a local organization where we can prepare and serve  

a home cooked meal two or three times a year. 

 

We have, for now, tabled a plan to build a Healing Space somewhere on our property  

(this space would be open to our community). 

 

We welcome input from the congregation about other events that our church could  

participate in. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something new at Park’s Edge Preschool…a whole new outdoor learning environment!  PEP’s new and 

improved playground opened four months earlier than planned ☺  The final walk-through with GRG     

Playscapes to approve the new playground was done on Tuesday, January 10, 2023 by Marie Hoven, 

Emanuel Church’s Building and Grounds Trustee and myself, Ellen Kvalheim, Park’s Edge Preschool  

Director.  The children were delighted to ‘finally’ be able to play on the new playground.   

PEP’s vision for the playground is to offer extended outdoor playtime to each child from one year old    

to six years old.  The equipment is gauged to encourage and develop individual growth potential in the 

whole child physically, mentally, socially, and emotionally, enhanced by outdoor play and the learning 

environment.  Incorporated in that vision is a riding track that circles the entire early childhood ‘village-

like’ theme--outdoors.  There are many new outdoor play options connecting children to nature.   

Each individual child is invited to engage in a variety of outdoor learning experiences to choose from: 

one of three sheltered areas to play in or under; a music wall featuring a bell and symbols for sound   

and music makers; a chalk writing wall gives way to future artists; the mud kitchen offers science and 

cooking experiments…with or without water; the sandbox has been expanded and moved to another  

area. (This will allow the honey locust to keep on growing, uninterrupted, in offering the children natural 

shade in protecting them from the sun’s harmful rays.)  The climbing structure featured in the center will 

challenge children from age 2 through 5 to master crawling, climbing, and pulling themselves up, etc. in 

large muscle development.  ‘Storytime’ or games can be held at the counsel ring.  Two big garden boxes 

for future gardeners…and what I am most excited about is the third box was reconstructed into a block 

storage unit with blocks.  The block area was not on the original design but when I saw how much space 

the garden boxes used, I had one redesigned for block building…and the blocks were free!  

The riding track will offer extended trike riding and joy throughout the day.  In the past the children were 

regulated to a very short time of riding only in the morning due to the traffic driving through the parking 

lot in the afternoon during pm pick-up time from 3 to 6pm. One thing that I have learned from my       

motorcycling husband is that a ‘child/adult just wants to ride as often as they can☺ 

To top off the new playground design, PEP staff will participate in a Professional ½ Day training on       

Extended Play in the Great Outdoors on Friday, March 10.  Park’s Edge Preschool will be celebrating  

the playground’s grand opening with a ribbon cutting on Thursday, April 20th.  Emanuel Church        

members are invited, please be sure to come celebrate with PEP…watch for details in the March ECHO! 



 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR DELANEY 

As many of you know, Dennis and Vicki Witt’s 5-year-old  

granddaughter, Delaney, has terminal brain cancer. This has obviously been a 

very difficult time for the family and many of us have been praying for Delaney 

and her family.  There is a link to the article about Delaney below which also offers a way to   

support this family through GoFund Me. We wanted to share this link as well for any members 

that would like to help. Thank you for your compassionate consideration. 

 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/lake-country/2022/12/22/pewaukee-5-year-old-delaney-

krings-with-brain-cancer-receives-support-worldwide/69749595007/  

 

https://gofund.me/4ed080cb  

We are excited to begin a new year in Sunday School!  We are continuing to have 
the children share their weekly prayers with the group and the congregation.  
The children have really enjoyed doing this and we hope it will teach them the  

importance of prayer in their lives.  
 

Below are some upcoming Sunday School class projects!  

 

EMANUEL CHURCH 

VALENTINE’S SUNDAY 

On Sunday, February 12th, the children will be making special  

Valentine’s Day cards for members that are not able to come to 

church. We will color, write notes, and prepare for mailing.  

PALM SUNDAY SKIT 

This year, the Sunday School class will create and perform  a skit for 

Palm Sunday. We will have practices on the days listed below and will 

perform on April 2nd, Palm Sunday.  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12th - Create Skit  

SUNDAY, NMARCH 19th and 26th - Practice Skit  

SKIT 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 

On April 16th, the Sunday School will be making special coffee filter Stained 

Glass pieces in celebration of Earth Day! We plan to hang these art pieces in TAKING CARE OF GOD’S CREATION 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/lake-country/2022/12/22/pewaukee-5-year-old-delaney-krings-with-brain-cancer-receives-support-worldwide/69749595007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/lake-country/2022/12/22/pewaukee-5-year-old-delaney-krings-with-brain-cancer-receives-support-worldwide/69749595007/
https://gofund.me/4ed080cb


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace and peace, Emanuel Church.  

 

I ended my leave-taking from First Congregational Church of Essex  Junction on January 19th. 

To make sure, you have an Echo entry from me for February, I am writing to you on my last 

day. My first official day in the Emanuel Church office will be on Monday, February 6.  

The plan is for me to attend the Sunday, February 5th worship to pass on the torch, so to 

speak, from the  interims to me. My days off will be on Friday and Saturday. I will still be      

available during those times for pastoral emergencies.  You may reach me at the office or my 

cell number, (920) 858-6601.  

 

As a chapter closes in my life and in yours, I am excited to begin our new chapter together.  

My plan is to hit the ground running. Over the next few weeks, months, and year, I will            

familiarize myself with the workings of Emanuel. We had a chance to meet each other in    

November. At the top of my list is to meet with as many of you as possible. I want to organize 

many small groups of people to share a meal together and have a conversation. I want to 

hear about your hopes and dreams for yourself and for Emanuel. My leave-taking in Vermont 

reminded me how important it is for church members and pastor to gather for a light meal 

and great conversation. On my first Sunday, there will be a   signup sheet for individuals and 

families to sign up for some one-to-one time over the first few weeks. I want you to know I am 

here for you and my office door is open for you.  

 

I look forward to starting our journey and many years of ministry together. See you soon! 
 

In Christ,  

Rev. Josh Simon 

WELCOME PASTOR JOSHUA SIMON 

      TO EMANUEL CHURCH ON  

   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH. 



 

 

GATHERING DATES  
Below are the Gathering dates for 2023. If you are  

interested in signing up to help serve on one of these  

Saturdays, please sign-up on the bulletin board. 
 

Coordinators for The Gathering are:   

Marie Hoven (414) 881-8796  and  Connie Sawyer (630) 430-4471 
   

LOCATION:  Running Rebels , 1300 W. Fond du Lac Avenue 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

February
DATE LITURGIST HOSPITALITY HOSPITALITY 

FEBRUARY 5 Barb Thierfelder  Beth Ciche  Marie Hoven  

FEBRUARY 12 Steffi Ehrlich  Julie Porter  Anita Hermann 

FEBRUARY 19 Sue Sorce  Steffi Ehrlich  Carrie Gott  

FEBRUARY 22 (Ash Wed.) Noni Guddie    

FEBRUARY 26 Nancy Zaborowski Lori Abramowski  Dale Stohre  

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex if you are  

interested in attending book club. The location of where the 

book club is meeting will be on the sign-up sheet and in the 

weekly bulletin. Below is a list of the upcoming dates and 

book selections.  

 EMANUEL BOOK CLUB 

FEBRUARY 28th– AT EMANUEL  

“Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng 

MARCH 28th—TBA 

“Between Sisters” by Kristin Hannah  

APRIL 25th—TBA 

“In Five Years” by Rebecca Serle  

MAY 23rd—TBA 

“The Good Son” by Jacquelyn Mitchard 

JUNE 27th—TBA 

“Wish You Were Here” by Jodi Picoult  

FEBRUARY 4th  OCTOBER 7th  

MARCH 18th  NOVEMBER 11th  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 

The Senior Choir sings on Sunday’s Feb. 5, 12, 19, and 26 at 9:30am (rehearsals at 8:45am), and 

for Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 7:00pm (rehearsal at 6:30pm).  Wednesday evening practices 

are on Feb. 1, 8, and 15 at 7:00pm.  If you have ever thought about singing in the choir, now is 

a great time to join! Just talk to Mark.  There are no auditions. 

 

HAND BELL CHOIR 

The Hand Bell Choir will resume practices on Thursdays, Feb. 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 7:00pm with  

performance dates to be determined. Questions, please contact Director Beth Ciche. 

 

SOLOISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS 

Vocal soloists and instrumentalists are always welcome to enhance and enrich our worship   

services at any time.  All are welcome to sing or play! Young people are especially                  

encouraged! Please talk to/see/e-mail Mark if interested or with any questions or concerns   

you may have! 

 

See you in worship! 

 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

Home:  414.272.2230   

Mobile:  414.336.2507 

Work:  414.403.8241 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

2/2 John Menzies 

2/4 Samuel Nickels 

2/5 Marian Powalish 

2/5 Julie Porter  

2/7 Ryan Berg 

2/7 Jeri Zepnick  

2/8 Beverly Jager  

2/9 Maya Gummer 

2/10 Michael Minikowski 

2/11 Christine VanHulle 

2/11 Jonathan Ciche  

2/12 Shawn Obarski 

2/12 Carol Sprague 

2/12 Paul Keeku 

2/13 Gail Stendahl 

2/15 Austin Keeku 

2/16 Jacob Meinholdt 

2/17 Sharon Pierson  

2/18 Brianna Schroeder  

2/19 Chris Edler  

2/20 Vincent Sucevic  

2/25 Andrew Mixon  

2/25 Callie Ciche  

DECEMBER 24 156 

DECEMBER 25 33 

JANUARY 1 42 

JANUARY 8 100 

JANUARY 15 72 

JANUARY 22 61 

 

BIBLE STUDY AT  EMANUEL  

Emanuel’s Adult Bible Study 

is every Tuesday morning 

from 10:00 to 11:30.  

 

MUKWONAGO UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th 

10am to 3pm 

Hwy. NN west of Mukwonago High School 1 mile west of Hwy 83 

GIVING STATEMENTS FOR 2022 

Giving statements have been mailed out.    

If you do not receive your statement or if 

you have any questions,  

                             please contact the church office. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

This year our Car Show will be on August 13th!  

This year we are serving Brats, Hot Dogs, Chicken on a Stick, 

Chips, Soda & Beer!  

Be sure to add this date to your summer calendar. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Join us for our Ash Wednesday 

Service on Wednesday,  

February 22, at 7:00pm. 



 

 

 

INTERIM PASTOR GOOD-BYE 

You’re invited on Sunday, February 5th, to a luncheon in 

Kurth Hall for the Interim Pastor Team, RSVP by January 29th 

by signing up on the bulletin board in the narthex or by  

calling the church office.  
 

We hope you can join us!  

 

CROSS COLLECTION 

You may have noticed that a few new crosses have been added to  

the wall near the elevator entrance. This is the result of an idea that  

came to us from Pastor Bill Utke. He suggested that members of the   

congregation look for crosses when they are out and about in the world, 

whether traveling on vacation or just shopping locally, and that we then 

collect those crosses   and display them as a representation of where we 

have been spreading the Good News. Please consider joining in this      

project.  If you do find a cross to add to the wall, please also include a small notation indicating 

where and when the cross was found. Thanks, and good hunting! 

 

“I LOVE EMANUEL” FUNDRAISER 

You’re probably already seeing Valentine’s Day gifts at every 

store that make you think about the day of Love!  Everyone 

wants you to spend money for your significant other but           

consider giving your love to Emanuel this year. Beginning         

January 29th, you will find envelopes decorated by the Sunday 

School children  hanging in our “love tree”. Inside these envelopes you will find typical gifts and 

what they cost for Valentine’s Day. We ask that you “GIVE YOUR LOVE TO EMANUEL” this year 

by using the envelope for a special donation to the church. Envelopes can be placed in the 

decorated  box in the narthex.  Once you have done that, we ask that you take a decorated 

box with a delicious Valentine’s Day treat inside.  

“Let all that you do be done in love.” 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING REMINDER! 

On Sunday, February 26th, Emanuel will have an 

Annual Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary  following  

worship.  Please join us to review Annual Reports from 2022.   

Reports will be available on February 12th.   

 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS:   

PLEASE SUBMIT ANNUAL REPORTS BY FEBRUARY 5TH TO BE SURE REPORTS ARE  

Interim 

Pastors  

luncheon 

   I LOVE EMANUEL  

FUNDRAISER 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dale Stohre 

pastors@emanuel-ucc.org   
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

  

 

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 

Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  WEBSITE:  www.emanuel-ucc.org 

WORSHIP WITH US ON 


