
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE MARCH 2, 2022 
 

PRELUDE “Be Merciful to Me” -arr. J.S. Bach 

 

CALL TO THE LENTEN JOURNEY   

 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 6:1-6 (page 5)   

 

HYMN #575 “Come and Find the Quiet Center”  

 

A Prayer in the Quiet Center  

 

READING FROM THE PROPHETS:  Isaiah 58:6-12 (page 688)   

 

Praying for Ourselves and for the World  

 

• HYMN   #538 “Hope of the World”  

 

• UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA STATEMENT OF FAITH #360 

(See insert) 

 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 6:16-23 (page 6)   

 

LENTEN MEDITATION “Emanuel:  Making Time & Space for God” 

 

• HYMN   #636 “Abide with Me” 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING AND REFLECTION  

 

DISCIPLINES OF THE HEART  

(When you have made your commitment and written it down, you can place it in one of the baskets to 

the left or right of the communion table after you receive communion.)   

 

OFFERING  

 

• CHORAL ANTHEM “Lamb of God” -R. Temple  

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  

(All who seek the Love of God made known through Jesus the Christ are invited to come forward to 

receive the bread and the wine (wine is red, grape juice is white. bread is gluten free).  We invite you 

to take the elements back to your pew to be taken there. A Lay Leader will come to the pew of those 

who are not able to come forward.) 

 

IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES (as a sign of humility & commitment)   



(As you return to your pews, ashes will be available on either the pulpit or lectern sides of the 

sanctuary. Indicate whether you would like the sign of the cross marked on your hand or your 

forehead.) 

  

• HYMN OF COMMITMENT #540 “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”   

 

• THE LORD’S PRAYER (In unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

  and forgive us our debts 

  as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil, 

  for thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, forever. 

  Amen. 

 

• BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” -arr. R. Powell  

 

• Quiet Departure (You are invited to remain in the sanctuary for quiet meditation. Pastor Tim will 

remain in the building. When you are ready, you are invited to depart quietly.)   

Matthew 6:1-6 

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for 
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So whenever you give 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

 



Isaiah 58:6-12 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not 
to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your 
rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, 
and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing 
of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom 
be like the noonday. The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in 
parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called 
the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Matthew 6:16-23 

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “The eye is the 
lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then 
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 


