
SUNDAY SERVICE FOR MARCH 13, 2022 
 

PRELUDE  “God of the Sparrow” -arr. J.W. Kerr 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  
(based on Psalm 24 and Psalm 148) (From Everyday Psalms by James Taylor) 

One: When astronauts first showed us our planet from the moon, they changed our perspective 

and our theology forever.  Turning and turning our pale blue globe burns bright in the black 

spaces of eternity. 

Many:  The Earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it – all life embodied in the only home we 

know. 

One:  God created life in the oceans and continues to nourish it with nutrients from the 

mountains. 

Many:  Trace the course of a river to its source; stand among the mountains and marvel. 

One:  Who would dare defile this paradise? 

Many:  Within the womb of the heavens, the Earth leaps to praise its Creator. 

One:  From the tiniest plankton in the sea to the great whales, from the ants that burrow in the 

dust to the eagle that soars in the heavens – all owe their existence to God.  Not one part is cut 

off from God’s energy. 

Many:  Everything has been equally created to live interdependently. 

One:  God scatters new life even among weeds and thistles; 

Many:  And all Creation responds with rejoicing. 
 

 OPENING HYMN #688 “When, in Awe of God’s Creation”  

(We encourage masking while singing.) 
 

 OPENING PRAYER (In unison) (From Voices United)  

Creating God, Source of all Life, animated with your Holy Energy, fill us with that same 

Energizing Spirit, that we may be open to all the wonders of Creation and find the 

strength and wisdom to heal our earthly home.  Teach us to conserve and not to squander 

the riches of nature, to use aright the heritage of former generations, and to plan for the 

welfare of our children’s children. Renew our wonder, awaken our concern, and make us 

better stewards and more careful tenants of the world you lend us as our home. Hear us, O 

God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, in the name of Jesus the Christ who opened 

our eyes to the simplicity, grandeur and wonder of your whole creation.  Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF AFFIRMATION  
 

 THE GLORIA PATRI #35 (Sung by all) 

(We encourage masking while singing.) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

And to the Holy Ghost. 



As it was in the beginning, 

Is now, and ever shall be 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

• GREETING TIME (As we greet each other please be respectful of each other’s comfort level.) 
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE  “For the Beauty of the Earth”  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Children ages 3 through 8th grade are welcome to join us 

downstairs for Sunday School.) 

 

SCRIPTURE  

First Reading: Jeremiah 4:23-30 (page 703) 

Second Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-33 (page 735) 

 

SERMON HYMN  “Spirit, Open My Heart” (See insert)  

 

SERMON “Called to Care for Creation” Rev. Bob Ullman  

 

VIDEO “If Not Now, Tell Me When” sung by Carrie Newcomer  

(If Not Now, Tell Me When” - Words and Music by Carrie Newcomer ©2019 Carrie Newcomer 

Music (BMI), Administered by BMG Chrysalis Used with permission.) 

 

CALL TO OFFER OUR TIME AND TALENTS 

(Offering plates can be found at the center doors outside the sanctuary. Giving is also possible 

online through VANCO MOBILE on our website and through the sharing of your gifts in service.) 

 

• PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In unison) 

Everything that we have, everything that we are, every moment is a blessing from above.  

It’s endless Love that we breathe, it’s endless Love that we receive, what has freely come, 

we now let freely go. Every gift we receive comes from You, O God. Every moment of time 

is pregnant with your Spirit, waiting to give birth to a new creation. We return a portion 

of all you have given us with wonder and gratitude and in token and pledge of our 

dedication to your ongoing birthing and healing within, among and through us.  In Christ 

we pray. Amen. 

 

• CHORAL ANTHEM “What God Can Do!” -D. Besig  

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE-SILENT PRAYER-PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER (In unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

  forever.  Amen.  
 

 CLOSING HYMN  #684 “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”  

 (We encourage masking while singing.) 

 

 BENEDICTION   

 

POSTLUDE “Postlude in D Minor” -A. Reinhart 

 

Jeremiah 4:23-30 

I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and 
they had no light. I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and 
all the hills moved to and fro. I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all 
the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, 
and all its cities were laid in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger. For 
thus says the LORD: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a 
full end. Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow 
black; for I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn 
back. At the noise of horseman and archer every town takes to flight; they 
enter thickets; they climb among rocks; all the towns are forsaken, and no 
one lives in them. And you, O desolate one, what do you mean that you dress 
in crimson, that you deck yourself with ornaments of gold, that you enlarge 
your eyes with paint? In vain you beautify yourself. Your lovers despise you; 
they seek your life. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


