
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

There are no words to express how thankful I am for these 14 years serving Christ with you as Pastor and 
Congregation.  Ann and I appreciate all the ways you have opened your lives to us and been willing to 
branch out in Christ’s name.   
 

Sunday August 1st there will be a litany of parting during my final worship service.  The litany comes from 
our UCC book of worship and expresses in beautiful words the sense of gratitude, grief, and forgiveness 
associated with such a time as this. 
 

Friends, we can be thankful that we did not rest during these 14 years.  Fellowship has grown with two 
large annual community events, the AugustFest/Car Show and the Spring Ceilidh.  Worship has grown 
more diverse with the use of peace words from other languages and songs from different cultural             
traditions, many which we have come to love.  Christ’s justice has grown with some sustainability-oriented 
building updates, the use of fair-trade coffee for church events, becoming an Open and Affirming           
congregation and conducting the first two same gender weddings held in a sanctuary in Hales Corners   
ever.  A few years ago, a Social Justice Gathering Group formed to help the church learn and act on        
issues of injustice in our world.  Emanuel’s Vision has been realigned through an Appreciative Inquiry     
Process.  Christian Education has remained strong for all ages.  The staff, Mark, and Karin are absolute 
treasures.  Park’s Edge Preschool’s Caring ministry has expanded.  Membership has remained steady    
and financial stewardship has grown.  This and so much more provides us reason to give thanks to God.  
 

Yet, as much as what we have done, I will always value the relationships we have built.  We have grown to 
know each other through weddings, funerals, baptisms, confirmation class, personal struggle and other life 
moments, through which, you forever influence who I am the rest of my life. 
 

As this is my last newsletter article, let me simply say, from the bottom of my heart, thanks.  Thanks for   
who you are, for the gifts you share, for the faith you embody, for the fun you embrace, for the Spirit you 
express in all that you do and say.  I have truly experienced the presence of God at Emanuel.  
 

As a housekeeping matter, I remind you that per the UCC Pastoral Code of Ethics, I will not be available for 
any pastoral duties after August 1st.  I will restrain making any comments or sharing any opinion on the 
church, its future leaders, or any other ministry decisions.  I will promise to pray for Emanuel regularly.       
 

A.A. Milne, the author once said, “How lucky am I to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”  
Each of you and all of you together have made an everlasting imprint on my life for which I am grateful.  
May God bless you through this time of transition.  May God bless you always! 
 
Peace,  
Rev. Bill Utke 
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Dear Emanuel Church Members: 
Where did the time go?  I cannot believe it is the middle of May and summer 
is almost here already!  We kicked the month off celebrating mothers and 
grandmothers with many gifts and goodies throughout the first week of May. 
Park’s Edge Preschool has some special mothers among our staff.  Did you 
know that 16 out of 23 staff are working moms?  They have learned to successfully balance work and family, 
along with nurturing other people’s children.  Several staff were working at PEP before having children.  
Those children are teenagers now!   
 

PEP is looking ahead to Father’s Day.   Park’s Edge Preschool fathers and grandfathers will be treated      
special too, in June.  Mr. Cody Tess, PEP’s beloved bus driver will become a first-time father on May 27th…
just in time for PEP’s Father’s Day Ice Cream Social celebration on Thursday, June 17th!  Thank you to all of 

PEP’s mothers and fathers!  Without mothers and fathers Park’s Edge Preschool would not be here ☺�    
 

Park’s Edge Preschool was able to hold our bi-annual Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday, May 13th,  
in person this year.  I am happy to report that PEP staff met with 40 children’s families to discuss their child’s 
individual growth and development.  The teaching staff go through each child’s portfolio with the parent(s) 
and the Portage’ Assessment Tool used to document each child’s progress physically, mentally, socially and 
emotionally.  The portfolio is a wonderful keepsake when the child leaves PEP’s early childhood program for 
the entire family.  
 

It is that time of year again that Park’s Edge Preschool holds the Annual PEP Preschool Graduation           
Ceremony for PEP’s preschool graduates on Thursday, May 27th.  Sixteen children entering 5-k in fall will 
participate in the graduation ceremony held in Emanuel Church’s beautiful sanctuary.  After the ceremony, 
family, staff, and the preschool graduates will be treated to ‘Granny’s Treats’.  It’s an old-fashioned ice cream 
truck with individually wrapped ice cream treats...a ‘cool’ celebration at PEP! Park’s Edge Preschool is proud 
to provide the preschool graduates with tools, supported with Christian values, for life-long learning.        
Congratulations all 2021 graduates!   
 

As promised, here is a summary of the UCC’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministries (CHHSM), 
‘Nollau to You Too’ for PEP staff:  The workshop was presented by Michael Readinger, President & CEO; 
Rev. George Graham, Vice President; and Rev. Elyse Berry, DMin, Associate for Advocacy and Leadership 
Development.  The virtual training was held on-site for the PEP staff, on Friday, April 23rd, was well received. 
The Nollau Retreat came at the perfect time in validating the importance of each staff member’s role played 
throughout the entire program. The training was very helpful in recharging many of the staff since the many 
challenges, and changes, COVID-19 has brought on, and created some new obstacles for individuals.  The 
breakout sessions allowed staff an opportunity to express some of their concerns due to COVID-19.  The 
workshop helped them to identify new ways to cope and care for them self in caring for others during this 
stressful time. 
 

The ‘Nollau to You Too’ retreat, provided staff with a genuine and unique experience with their individual 
classroom teammates in building stronger communication and rapport with each other.  The bonds             
developed are an essential component in creating a loving and trusting environment, for all children to    
reach their full potential at Park’s Edge Preschool.  The last activity for the day was beneficial to all staff, in            
articulating what their purpose is at Park’s Edge Preschool.  It was interesting to discover that although most 
PEP staff answer to the same job description, each teacher conveyed their individual purpose differently.  
The PEP staff are excited that the CHHSM Team will be back on Friday, November 5th, for the second part   
of the ‘Nollau to You Too’ training.     
 

Another milestone…June 1st, 1999, is Park’s Edge Preschool’s 22nd Anniversary!  Thank you, Emanuel 
Church members, for supporting quality, Christian, early childhood care and education, in Emanuel Church, 
Hales Corners.    
 

Sincerely,   
Ellen M. Kvalheim, 
Park’s Edge Preschool Director 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,         
Summer Choir for the month of June has been cancelled.   
 

SOLOISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 
As we begin to phase in congregational singing for our in-person “Chapel at Church,” we would love to 
have some special music to enhance and enrich our worship services! So…if you would like to sing or 
play an instrument and share your talent to the glory of God, please talk to Mark; he has a sign-up sheet 
available.  Young people are especially encouraged!  All are welcome to sing or play!  All Sundays are 
open. 
 

THANK YOU 
 

My thanks to Hand bell director Beth Ciche and members of the hand bell choir for playing in March, 
April, and May! Even though it was a smaller group following COVID guidelines, they sounded bigger  
and better than ever! Thank you for sharing your talent!   
 

QUESTIONS…  
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions regarding       
Emanuel's music program!   
 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 
Home:  414.272.2230            
Work/Cell/Mobile:  414.336.2507 
E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 
 

 

TIME WITH THE TRUSTEES 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the Spring Church Clean Up on May 15!  
Volunteers' hard work has made our building even more welcoming. Special 
shout out to Trustee Marie Hoven for organizing us. 
 

As we approach June, we’d like to encourage everyone who has made a 
pledge to Emanuel for 2021 to please continue to drop it off when you come 
to in person worship or send in your giving to the Church Office. It’s hard to      
believe we are  approaching the end of the 2nd quarter of 2021. 
 

The Trustees want to make sure we are proactively taking care of God’s House. In 2019, the Trustees 
commissioned a Reserve Study of our church home. We did this so we can anticipate upcoming     
maintenance and replacement of building or grounds components like parking lot paving, window         
replacements, and mechanicals. As you know, these items can have large price tags with them. We look 
forward to sharing with you our progress in addressing these needs in the months and years to come. 
 

Current Trustees are:  

Gene Detert, Sue Source, Steve Szklarski, Marie Hoven, Missy Kalisnig and Jennifer Charpentier.  
 

Trustees meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

 

Time  

with the  
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I will be out of the office from  
June 25th through July 2nd.  

Please note that all emails will be 

returned when I am back in the 
office on July 5th.   

 

FULL BOARD OF ELDERS MEETING 
  Reminder that the Full Board of Elders meeting will 
be held Saturday, June 5th at 9am.  It will be a social 

event.  There will be breakfast items , juice and     
coffee available or feel free to bring your own.    

We will connect with a discussion on  How faith helped us through 
the pandemic? As well as time to share memories with Pastor 

Bill  for those that would like.  We will meet outside if the       
weather allows. 

 

EMANUEL’S ANNUAL CAR SHOW 
   If you have not heard, the church Council has agreed 

with Lonny Goecks for a Car Show on  August 8th.   
Please make plans to attend, to show a car you have, 

invite your friends, and if you know someone who has a  
special car, invite them to enter it in the show.  

The registration form is included in this Echo.    
Since we won’t have our Annual Augustfest this year, we ask that 
members who want to donate to the Car Show please see the list 
of items below that are needed.  You can write which item you are 

donating towards on the memo line of your check.  Please       
contact the church office with any questions. 

April 25 29 May 9 39 

May 2  29 May 16 32 

  

6/1 Owen Maurer 

6/2 Jeff Zaborowski  

6/8 Jennifer Charpentier 

6/10 Danika Stelpflug 

6/12 Nancy Zaborowski 

6/22 Tricia Trexell 

6/25 Angelo Corchado 

6/25 Lori Abramowski 

6/25 Carol Lukas 

6/26 Bonnie Gleesing 

6/28 Rev. Ann Utke 

6/28 Lonny Goecks  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped with the 
spring clean-up at Emanuel Church! 

Marie Hoven, Trustee  

 

 

 

• BEER (bottles or cans) • ICE  • POPCORN 

• PACKAGED CHIPS • SODA (cans) • FOOD (TBD) 

Steve Szklarski Beth Ciche  Steffi Ehrlich  

Nancy Zaborowski Jeff Zaborowski Karin McElrone 

Jennifer Charpentier Jeff Johnson Jayne Larson  

 

Congratulations to  
John & Irene Zimmerman  
who are celebrating their  

70th Wedding Anniversary on  
June 16th!   

Daniel Goto 



 

 

Members and Friends of Emanuel, 

Below you will see the flowchart process that the Wisconsin Conference uses with churches that will be 
calling a new Pastor.  We are currently at Step #3.  Emanuel's By-Laws state that the Executive Council 
has the responsibility of hiring the Interim Pastor.  We are currently working through that process.  We 
will remain at Step #4 until Pastor Bill's last day on Sunday, August 1st.  There will be a ceremony to   
release Pastor Bill from his commitment to Emanuel during the church service on that day.  I hope you 
will all be able to attend that. 
 

We will keep you updated as new information becomes available.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to me. 
 

The Executive Council will also be discussing the current conditions for worship service - masking,     

social distancing, etc.  Stay tuned for more information on that subject too! 
 

See you in church! 
 

Nancy Zaborowski 

Congregation President 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   



 

 

 
 

Friends – Your social justice gathering group has lost (and will lose) members to moves out of town.       
If you’ve been thinking about joining us, now is the perfect time to do so! We’d love to see you this      
Saturday, May 22nd via zoom beginning at 8:30am for about an hour.  (We meet the 4th Saturday of each 
month.)  Please contact our host, Jennifer Charpentier, in advance so that she knows to let you in to the 
meeting! (jdcharpentier2@gmail.com).  The zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6041575596?
pwd=eWxOZzRrUUgvZlNCSkpyVzdHdjBCUT09  
Meeting ID: 604 157 5596 Password: Spirit   
 
Whether or not you wish to be “officially” part of Emanuel’s social justice group, we encourage everyone 
to look at some of the issues we are discussing.  As a people of faith we know it is not always easy to 
love our neighbor, to figure out our part in making sure that all of God’s children have the opportunity to 
thrive.  In order to begin to understand disparities we must come face to face with historic, ongoing and 
systemic injustices.  If you, too, would like to do a “deeper dive” into these issues, here are some        
recommended books and an upcoming webinar. 
 

                             
                             

 
 
An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz is, “The first      
history of the United States told from the perspective of indigenous peoples….Today in the    
United States, there are more than five hundred federally recognized Indigenous nations       
comprising nearly three million people, descendants of the fifteen million Native people who once 
inhabited this land. The centuries-long genocidal program of the US settler-colonial  regimen has 

largely been omitted from history. Now, for the first time, acclaimed historian  and activist Roxanne    
Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of the United States told from the perspective of Indigenous peoples and 
reveals how Native Americans, for centuries, actively resisted expansion of the US empire…. Spanning 
more than four hundred years, this classic bottom-up peoples’ history radically reframes US history and 
explodes the silences that have haunted our national narrative.” 

 
An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States for Young People by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 
Jean Mendoza (Adapted by), Debbie Reese (Adapted by) - ”The original academic text is fully 
adapted by renowned curriculum experts Debbie Reese and Jean Mendoza, for middle-grade 
and young adult  readers to include discussion topics, archival images, original maps,              
recommendations for further reading, and other materials to encourage students, teachers, and 

general readers to think critically about their own place in history.” 

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING GROUP 

mailto:jdcharpentier2@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6041575596?pwd=eWxOZzRrUUgvZlNCSkpyVzdHdjBCUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6041575596?pwd=eWxOZzRrUUgvZlNCSkpyVzdHdjBCUT09


 

 

 
1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus by Charles C. Mann “In this ground-
breaking work of science, history, and archaeology, Charles C. Mann radically alters our         
understanding of the Americas before the arrival of Columbus in 1492….Contrary to what so 
many Americans learn in school, the pre-Columbian Indians were not sparsely settled in a     
pristine wilderness; rather, there were huge numbers of Indians who actively molded and       

influenced the land around them. The astonishing Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan had running water and 
immaculately clean streets, and  was larger than any contemporary European city. Mexican cultures   
created corn in a specialized breeding process that it has been called man’s first feat of genetic          
engineering. Indeed, Indians were not living lightly on the land but were landscaping and manipulating 
their world in ways that we are only now beginning to understand. Challenging and  surprising, this is a 
transformative new look at a rich and fascinating world we only thought we knew.” 
 
 

Webinar – June 9, 2021 – 5-6pm CDT  

Reparatory Justice and Reparations:  
 

Truth-Telling, Conciliation, and Healing 
This webinar is hosted by the Rev Dr Velda Love, who is the Minister of Racial Justice, Education for 
Faithful Action  Ministries, Justice and Local Church Ministries in the National Setting of the UCC.  The 
webinar description is, “The Case for Reparations is a  national and global movement for people of     
African descent—enslaved Africans and their descendants globally. Reparatory justice is also needed 
for descendants of Indigenous peoples including Native Americans, Latin Americans, Asian/Pacific            
Islanders/Hawaiians whose legacies include, genocide, theft of land, the denial of legal and human 
rights, and forced labor to build the wealth of Europe and U.S. territories. During this digital program,   
we will introduce a new learning platform engaging the denomination in An Interactive Educational Study 
Guide on Reparatory Justice and Reparations for the Christian Church in the 21st Century.” Registration 
(no cost) is at the following link: https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-Ir_GlcPTdyHVdqPmh5C2g 
 
May we always remember that we live on - and our church property sits on - the land on which the  
Potawatomie peoples first resided.  

 
BOOK CLUB BEGINNING AGAIN! 

Emanuel’s Book Club is meeting again. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 
22nd at 6:00pm.  We will meet at Beth Ciche’s home .  Her address is  8128 S 43rd 
St. in Franklin.  Bring a snack to share if you want.  Beth will provide beverages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOKS SUGGESTED BY BOOK EMANUEL BOOK CLUB 
  Eternal –Lisa Scottoline   The Stationary Store—Marjan Kamali 
  Midnight Library ---Matt Haig  The Girl from Channel Island –Jenny LeCoat  
  The Four Winds –Kristin Hannah  The Vanishing Half---Brit Bennet  

The Kin of Ata are Waiting for you ---Dorothy Bryant 
 The Girl who Wrote in Silk —by Kelli Estes 

 Next year in Havana – Chanel Cleeton      

The Dutch House  
by Ann Pachete 

https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-Ir_GlcPTdyHVdqPmh5C2g


 

 

PASTOR & STAFF 

 

 

 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

  

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 

  

2021 ANNUAL CAR SHOW 
 

  EMANUEL CHURCH  

AUGUST 8TH,11AM – 4PM 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CUT HERE--------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Pre-registration is not required but recommended to secure a spot!  Please fill out form and mail to address below.                

  Checks made payable to Emanuel Church, Hales Corners.  Any questions, please contact Lonny @ 414.406.3345.  
 

 
 

                                DISCLAIMER:  Sponsors, vendors and organizers will not be held responsible for any damage  to  any vehicle or any personal injury.  
 

SIGNATURE:    

 

    __________________________________________________________________________ 

       

*Please fill out and return to Emanuel Church.  This event will take 

Name Phone 
  

Address City State 

Email Year/Make/Model Zip 

*CHECK IN IS AT 9AM! 

*PRE-REGISTRATION IS $10.00  

AND IS RECCOMMENDED!  


