
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

While you may know these words well, I wanted to 

share a reflection on this Peace Prayer of St. Francis 

as we celebrate the season of Easter.  The thoughts 

are focused on John 20:19, “Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, Peace be with you.”   

 
“Here is a goal to strive for in our effort to make the  

Peace Prayer our own; learn to greet others always  

and everywhere in the same spirit that the risen Christ 

greeted his disciples after the resurrection. 

 
Remember the scene.  The disciples are huddled     

together in a locked room after the darkest days of  

Jesus’ passion, crucifixion and death.  In addition to 

being fearful, confused and despairing, they are      

probably a little guilt-ridden for having abandoned him.  

They were probably expecting at least some mild     

rebuke from him.  And they might even have felt a little 

better on a purely human level if he had rebuked them. 

 
Instead, Jesus greets them with “Peace be with you.”  How forgiving, loving, liberating—how startling—

suck a greeting must have been to them.  Not a word about the recent bitter past.  No chiding, no sarcastic 

comments, no recriminations.  No taunting reminders of how they were fair-weather friends who turned tail 

and ran.  Bygones, it seems, aren’t even worth mentioning by the risen Jesus.  We’re starting all over here 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, he seems to be saying.  Peace, that’s what’s in our future.” 

 

Peace be with you! 
Pastor Bill  
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Dear Emanuel Church Members: 
 

Spring has sprung at Park’s Edge Preschool!!  April 2021 brings many 

good things to PEP…We will kick off the month with an  Easter Egg 

Hunt on Friday, April 2nd.  The Easter Bunny will be  hiding fun-filled 

plastic eggs for the preschool children way yonder in the back field.  

Toddlers through age 2 years old will find their Easter Eggs on the playground attached to the building.  Each 

group will look for ‘their’ eggs during their classrooms regularly scheduled time outdoors.  The Easter Bunny will 

make an unannounced surprise visit to each group for a photo! 

Spring always brings change…time change; weather change; and some staff changes to Park’s Edge Preschool.  

Ms. Melinda joined forces with Ms. Emily in the Busy Bees classroom upstairs, shortly after Ms. Tori’s return from 

maternity leave.  Now that the virtual learners have returned to their school building(s) Mr. James is co-teaching 

with Ms. Caitlin and Ms. Sandra in the Fantastic Frogs Room.  PEP has been fortunate to recruit such talented   

people, committed to the quality of our program and children of all age groups.   

Park’s Edge is looking for one or two more qualified and dedicated early childhood teachers to join our PEP team.  

If you know someone that is qualified and interested in making a commitment to children as an early childhood 

teacher, please let them know Park’s Edge Preschool is hiring.  PEP offers an excellent benefit package and  

compensation.  Also, right now we are offering a $500 recruitment bonus after 90 days!   Thank you.   

The Council for Health and Human Service Ministries (CHHSM) mission is to sustain and advance the work of    

healing and service as a ministry of the United Church of Christ.  Park’s Edge Preschool has been recognized as a 

CHHSM ministry since 1999. Friday, April 23rd, CHHSM’s leadership is virtually training all PEP staff on Friday, April 

23rd from 12-6pm.  PEP will be closed to families/children at noon.  This training opportunity allows for PEP to    

emphasize our mission and serve as an outreach for Emanuel Church in sharing Christ’s teachings with the       

families/children we care for.  The training will meet state/NAC Accreditation continuing education requirements.    

Are you interested in summer fun for your preschooler or school-age child?  Be sure to check out   Park’s Edge 

Preschool.  Park’s Edge Preschool’s 2021 summer fun is being planned already and will be available the week of 

April 5th.  We have an exciting summer in the works.   Committed Emanuel Church members do receive a 10%   

discount on a 5-star rated quality child-care program with NAC    Accreditation with a Faith-based Component at 

Park’s Edge! 

Mark your calendars now for April 11-17 to celebrate the ‘Week of the Young Child’.  “Early Years are Learning 

Years” that is the overall annual theme.  There are 8 subthemes impacting early childhood: 1.) Play: Where     

Learning Begins; 2.) Embracing Diversity; 3.) Teaching and Teachers Matter; 4.) Encouraging Health and Fitness; 

Investing in Young Children Benefits All; Prevent the Achievement Gap: We Know How; Strengthening Families; 

Promoting Resilience in Young Children.  All those who are involved with young children are to be celebrated.    

The  WOYC reminds us how fortunate Park’s Edge Preschool’s families and staff to have the support from Emanuel 

Church to offer such a quality environment.   Watch for more details about this important week of celebration.    

The highlight of the week is the WOYC  Parade to be held on Thursday, April 15th, outdoors (weather permitting) 

at 10 am so all groups can participate together.  A rain date has been scheduled for Friday, April 16th at 10 am.  

You’re welcome to join us outdoors!  ‘Thank you’ to Emanuel Church members for having the vision and the desire 

to support 5-star quality rated early childhood with Christian values at Park’s Edge Preschool!   

Sincerely,  

Ellen M. Kvalheim,  

Park’s Edge Preschool’s Director 



 

 

Chapel At Church   

Sundays at 9:30 am 
 The COVID-19 pandemic has changed much of what we understood of the word, “normal.” This has surely  

extended to our practice of worship as a community of faith.  Below are revised guidelines to help us worship     

together while maintaining safe social distancing and following CDC recommended guidelines. As we welcome you 

back to worship, please be aware the services will be about 30 minutes in length.   
 

We encourage any worshipper who does not feel safe to continue to worship online.   
 

All worshippers are required to wear a mask and maintain a 6 foot physical distance. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW PRIOR TO SUNDAY SERVICE: 

• Nursery services will not be available. 

• Children’s Time and Sunday School will not be held at this time. 

• Please refrain from gathering in the narthex prior to or after service. 

• Attendance is limited to 45 people, and you will need to sign up by Thursday using email or calling the church 
office.  The Sign up will provide information for contact tracers if needed. 

• Please email announcements to the church office by Thursday noon.  They may also be handed to the Usher 
Sunday Morning who will give them to the Pastor to make all announcements. 

• Those who are feeling sick, unwell, or show any symptoms of COVID-19 must not enter the building.   

 

 ARRIVING AT CHURCH AND SEATING: 

• Pews will be marked green or red.  At green pews households may sit anywhere in the pew.  

  Red pews are restricted.  Please maintain social distancing minimum of 6 feet at all times! 

• Friends and family who do not live in the same dwelling are asked to sit separately. 

• Bottles of hand sanitizer will be placed at each entrance.  

• Collection plates will be located at each of the entry doors to the Sanctuary.  Please place your offering in the 
plate prior to or after service or you are encouraged to utilize the on-line giving options.  Thank you for your 
continued financial support to Emanuel. 

 

DURING THE SERVICE: 

• Those who begin to feel sick, or experience any symptoms of COVID-19 must leave the building immediately. 

• We will be creative in passing the peace in a way that does not involve shaking hands. 

• When needed the Air Conditioning will be turned on hours before worship and turned off before worship begins 
to prevent blowing germs around the sanctuary 

 
 

AFTER SERVICE: 

If there is someone you want to speak with following service, please do so away from others or give them a call. 
 
 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

• Worship, devotions and other Spiritual resources will continue to be shared online. Please contact us if you are 

not aware how to access these.  

• This return to worship plan was developed using the guidelines from the CDC and was reviewed by the      
Hales Corners Health Department.  We trust everyone will follow these guidelines for the safety of all of our  
worshipers.   

 

We are grateful for your cooperation as we continue worship services in person. We are hopeful and prayerful  that 
this pandemic ends soon, allowing God’s children to celebrate with a loud and joyful song again, but, until then and 

forevermore, we’ll give thanks for God’s guidance and protection during these uncertain times.   

EMANUEL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MR. LONNY  

We wanted to thank you for all your hard work as the  

Buildings and Grounds position on the Board of Trustees.   

We decided to make you a song to the tune of   

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” to make you laugh.   

We know that you have put your heart and sole into    

repairing and maintaining this church and we couldn’t thank 

you enough.  We have called you so many times to come in  

on a moments notice and you always have.  

We hope that you will be able to enjoy the church without  

having to do repair work in the future!   

We will all miss you, including the children who know you  

are a hard “WORKER” Mr. Lonny!    
 

Karin, the kids and staff at Park’s Edge Preschool  



 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR VOICE! 

All are invited to participate in the Wisconsin Conference 
UCC’s  first Virtual Choir! 

 

Anyone in your congregation with singing talents is  
encouraged to join!!! 

 

Each participant will record The Summons at home following 

our step-by-step instructions and submit their video file  

electronically. Our production team will then create a powerful 

video that blends  all voices together.  
 

The virtual choir will be featured in the various worship       

services  during the  Annual Meeting and again during the 

Conference-Wide Virtual Service on  Sunday, May 16. This 

worship service will be available to congregations beginning 

on April 27. 

 

Right Click here and select open hyperlink for instructions 

on how to listen, record and submit videos by April 5.  
 

 

These are the dates for volunteering for the Guest House and the Gathering n 2021.  If you are  

interested in helping with either of these  missions of Emanuel, please contact the coordinators 

listed below or the church office. Thank you.  

MARCH 6 

OCTOBER 23 

NOVEMBER 13 

APRIL 9 

JUNE 16 

NOVEMBER 15 

DECEMBER 15 

Marie Hoven (414) 881-8796 Guenter Ehrlich (262) 271-7716              

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZwI_0T8LUXF0gm6OmO4Wdh2Ldg3jfrW3DIPPV0dmVU5S-aufgExNIDV09PAwOKCT9mdCmLl-oHIQ_kHKA6Rvxl4UtF_oGIAesyCd0FjvDjqlBS7W_Wu6MljxCzKtI8vDbIYwT6JoigavAQvh0CWWhxpwRV-PgsxkTrcXZe2Z_rbqOSe7MzKwLmLrPfa-HBRZyNmDjz9X_SC9V0dXzjw1ZYJIt40LjtrYVPbL


 

 



 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS 

On March 14th, in-person       

Worship began.  

Revised guidelines are in this    

issue of the Echo. To attend   

Worship you will need to register 

in advance by calling

(414.425.1515) or emailing 

(karin@emanuel-ucc.org) Karin in 

the church office. 

4/2 Oliver Jarvis 

4/3 Mary Pelnar 

4/7 Logan Gott 

4/7 Rylee Stelpflug 

4/9 Joel Smith 

4/10 Bruce Harris 

4/12 Pamela Harris 

4/14 Johnny Lambe 

4/22 Linda Eisenzimmer  

4/23 Helena McElrone 

4/24 Scott Abramowski 

4/24 Tony LoPiparo 

4/24 Susan Lawton 

4/26 Sharon Gresl 

 

Do you enjoy using a remote?  

Do you like the VIP seat at church?   

Then you are perfect for our AV Team!   

 
If you are not comfortable making the slides we would love to 

have help with running them on Sundays during Worship.   

We are willing to fully train anyone interested in helping out!  

Please contact Karin in the church office for more information.  

 
THANK YOU! 

Thank you to the Board of Trustees and 
Church Leadership from the bottom of my 

heart for the bonus I was given.              
This meant so much to me as this church  
is like a family to me and I will continue to 

do   everything I can to help keep the spirit 
of Emanuel growing.   

 

Karin McElrone 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST RESUMING! 
The men’s breakfast is every third   

Thursday and will resume on  
April 15th at 8:00am.  Breakfast is at  

Meyer’s located at  4260 S. 76th Street.  

 

 EMANUEL  

 

LOOKING FOR BCE MEMBERS! 
The Board of Christian Education is looking for members to join 

our team.  You are not required to teach Sunday School to be a 

member of the BCE.  We plan events including, Nature at Noon, 

Vacation Bible School, Fall Fun with Friends and also select and 

plan the Children’s Christmas Program. Please contact the church 

office if you are interested.  Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of the "Sock It to Me" sock donors to our  

Valentine's Guest House collection.  The socks donated  

amounted to 240 pairs!  Once again you came through big time!  

- Jayne Larson  

EMANUEL UCC 



 

 

Your social justice gathering group has been considering our nation’s history as it relates to Indigenous   

Peoples.  The Hales Corners Historical Society web-site notes, “The land in the area that would eventually 

encompass our Village was first claimed as French, then British, and eventually as the Northwest Territory of 

the United States in 1783. In  reality, it was the land of the Potawatomi Indians….”   

The Rev. Cameron Trimble has beautifully expressed why this acknowledgment is important.  With her      

permission, we are reprinting her “Piloting Faith” article from March 9th.  Here are her words: 

“Over the weekend I spoke to a group in Canada about this transitional moment in human history and the 

kinds of innovative opportunities this global disruption has made possible for our institutions and companies. 

It was a fun, and, I hope, fruitful conversation for everyone involved. 

At the beginning of the session, the people in the group went around and offered introductions. Like you, I 

have sat through what seems like hours of introductions in thousands of meetings. While they are usually  

interesting, they are rarely teachable moments. 

Not this time. 

This time, as people were called upon to introduce themselves, they told us their names, where they served, 

and then what ancestral land they were calling in from. It went something like: 

I am Jim. I serve as the regional executive, and I am joining this call today from the ancestral and stolen land 

of the Tlignit people, today known as British Columbia. 

I listened to their introductions with such gratitude for the naming of these forgotten and dismissed stories 

until I realized…I wasn’t certain whose ancestral land I was living upon. No one has ever asked, and it never 

occurred to me to name it. I have lived my entire life not thinking about the history of the land that has      

sheltered, fed, and shaped me or the tribes and people who had cared for it. 

I have never been in a meeting in the United States where people honored this part of our shared history in 

their introductions. Now I wonder why. Naming our past - what was stolen, what was forgotten - allows us to 

be honest about the harm we have caused and the stories we have lost and must now regain. 

I also learned another important lesson: While I work every day to become more anti-racist, I have a long 

way to go in that journey. The life experiences that have shaped me have created a biased lens filled with 

blind spots. I don’t mean harm, but my not knowing, my insensitivity, can create pain both by accident and on    

purpose. I’ve now learned that when that happens, I offer an apology, learn from the mistake, and try again.   

I write this wondering if this is true for you as well.  

Being community with one another in all of our diversity is messy, but so much more beautiful than we could 

have imagined. We all have much to learn. I give thanks this day that so many of us are committed to trying, 

realizing that the only way to build a peaceful and equitable world is to 

do the hard and beautiful work of  story-listening and story-telling     

together. 

Oh, and I am writing this from the stolen ancestral home of the      

Muscogee Nation forcibly removed from their land as a part of the  

Trail of Tears. Today we call this land Atlanta.  

We are in this together, 
Rev. Cameron Trimble 
 

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE  

GATHERING GROUP 

        Prayer for the Week 
May the wisdom of our elders be 
written upon our hearts, 
May the presence of the Saints 
be woven into our beings, 
May the peace of Christ be 
with us always, 
for all the days of our lives. 
Amen” 



 

 

 

Thank you to all who attended the Annual Meeting on February 

28.  Following is a short summary of the meeting for those who 

were not able to attend. 
 

We can all agree that 2020 was an unusual year, the     Annual 

meeting followed along the same line.  For the   first time in years, 

we did not have a Church Person of the Year or A Lifetime 

Achievement Award winner.  The reports from the Boards and 

Committees were also shorter as there was not as much to report.  
 

The Proposed Budget for 2021 was approved.  Thanks Missy for presenting the budget and all of the 

Financial Reports. 
 

Marie Hoven was approved as the newest Trustee, filling the position vacated by Lonny Goecks.   

Thanks Lonny for all your years of service on the Board of Trustees!  There were no new nominations 

for the  Elder Board and the members of the Trustees and Christian Education agreed to remain on the 

boards for another year.  Rob Emmett and I also agreed to remain in our current positions of Vice    

President and Congregation President for 2021.  We'll have to sort out exactly what that means for term 

limits going forward.  
 

We hope to be able to return to some semblance of normalcy soon, beginning with in-person Worship 

starting back on March 14.   
 

Hope to see  you all back in church soon! 
 

God's Peace be with you all. 
 

Nancy Zaborowski 
Congregation President 

This Sunday is Palm Sunday! We celebrate Jesus’ entry in Jerusalem where people welcomed and    

celebrated Jesus by waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna!” Hosanna means “save now.”  
 

Children will receive a envelope with cards to send out to our members for Easter Sunday.  Please be 

sure to mail them before April 2nd if possible.  They only need to sign there name and write a little note 

to those members that will not be with us to celebrate  

with us on Easter Sunday.  
 

Thank you, 

Sunday School Team  

Gail Wilbert, Julie Porter, Susan Corchado  

& Karin McElrone 
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SENIOR CHOIR 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,  
Senior Choir for the month of April has been cancelled. 
 
YOUTH CHOIR 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,  
Youth Choir for the month of April has been cancelled. 
 

HAND BELL CHOIR 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, a smaller Hand Bell ensemble has begun rehearsals on Thursdays at 
7:00pm and will play for worship on Palm Sunday, and for worship in April and in May.  Please contact director 
Beth Ciche at 423-5755 or dbciche@wi.rr.com for more information and updates.    
   
SOLOISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 
As we begin to phase in congregational singing for our in-person “Chapel at Church,” we would love to have some 
special music to enhance and enrich our worship services! So…if you would like to sing or play an instrument and 
share your talent to the glory of God, please talk to Mark; he has a sign-up sheet available.  Young people are     
especially encouraged!  All are welcome to sing or play!  All Sundays are open. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Easter is the first Sunday of April, as we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  I share 
with you an Easter hymn from our Chalice Hymnal “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” written by contemporary 
hymn writer Brian Wren in 1984: 
  

“Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”      B. Wren 
 

Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days.  Christ is risen!  
Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.  In the desert all surrounding, see, a  

                    spreading tree has grown.  Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of    
love unknown. 

 

Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.  Walk with  
gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare.  Drink the wine of  
resurrection, not a servant, but a friend; Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy  

and peace shall never end. 
 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.  Break the  
bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.  Tell its grim, demonic  

chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!” God the first and last is with us. Sing  
hosanna everyone! 

 
May your Easter be bright with promise, glad with hope,  

and filled with peace and joy!  
 

Happy Easter and Happy Spring!  
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions regarding  
the impacts of the ever-changing Covid-19  

situation on Emanuel’s music program!  
 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

        Home:  414.272.2230            

Work/Cell/Mobile:  414.336.2507 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

mailto:dbciche@wi.rr.com


 

 

 

PASTOR & STAFF 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 


