
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Happy New Year!  A message I read recently says, “In the rush to return to normal, let’s use this time to         
consider which parts of normal are worth rushing back to.” 

This has been a very difficult time.  Many of us have faced significant changes to the way we live.  Others have 
encountered loss or illness of loved ones and the accompanying worry and grief.  We have faced fears or reality 
of lost income, the closing of businesses and more.  We have seen hunger lines stretched far.  Questions about 
school opening, safely gathering as church and more have weighted on us.  Yet, I hope it is not too soon to 
think about some of the gifts this time has given us.  Our patterns of life have shifted and some of those shifts 
have been can become gifts.   

First, we can be deeply impressed by the commitment and expertise of our medical workers, scientists,         
researchers, vaccine developers and all who have been considered essential workers.  They worked tirelessly, 
giving their all.  Now, finally there is a light at the end of the tunnel; the vaccine has been developed in record 
time, showing very good ability to build immunity, and the first people in the US have been given dose 1 just  
this week. 

Secondly, we can be impressed by our human endurance.  Who would have thought last March that we would 
be able to endure month after month?  It wasn’t easy, but we have.  Much of humankind has exercised an      
incredible ability to adjust and adapt for the health and safety of ourselves and others. 

Thirdly, it turns out you can teach this old dog new tricks.  I am among many of us who began  ZOOMing, 
broadcasting on YouTube, or perhaps you joined Facebook or learned other ways to help maintain some level 
of connection.  I imagine many of you have learned new skills online, in the kitchen, in the workshop and        
beyond.   

Fourthly, we have had time to grow in some important issues.  Economically some of us were easily able to   
endure the pandemic, but for others it meant living day to day, or suffering without essentials.  Some were able 
to easily move their office home, often with encouragement from employers while others are having trouble 
finding work.  We also grew with a movement crying that All Lives Matter means Black Lives Matter Also.  The 
pandemic has opened our eyes to privilege and how important it is we continue learning about and including 
those who experience life differently than we do.   

It would be a loss if we just went back to the way life was a year ago.  We have a new appreciation for spending 
time with family, friends and doing DIY projects.  We have a new appreciation for taking care of each other.    
We have re-assessed the values we place on what is needed and become clearer about what is important to us. 

So I hope in the next couple months as the vaccine is distributed our church family will begin to contemplate, 
“what is worth taking forward with us from the past, what have we learned in these months, and what might 
need to be reimagined?”   

We have found ways to “Be the Church” through this pandemic, but how do we want to emerge and go         
forward as the church after the Pandemic?   

This is a New Year where we have a real opportunity to allow God’s Living Spirit to guide us as we grow into   
the future.   

Peace, 
Rev. William G. Utke   
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Dear Emanuel Church Members: 
 

Happy New Year to one and all and welcome 2021!                      

A new year is upon us at Park’s Edge Preschool…and we are 

adopting a new attitude…this COVID virus is not going to get us 

down! Prayers requested for the New Year…and prayers           

answered too.  The Park’s Edge Preschool Board voted to use received Emergency Funding to install an 

Air Quality Purifying System that will ionize odors, mold, bacteria, and virus’, including the COVID-19  

virus.  PEP has been blessed to stay open the entire year without interruption in service during a       

pandemic. Park’s Edge Preschool has proven to be essential to families this year. 
 

Jesus’ Birthday Celebration is a favorite ‘PEP family’ tradition here. This year we titled our event ‘Jesus’ 

Birthday Celebration-To-Go’ because the whole program will be available to purchase rather than risk 

families health and safety.  The 2020 special Christmas production, ‘The Holiest Night’, was recorded   

on Wednesday, December 16th in Emanuel Church’s beautiful sanctuary.  The program included        

participation from every child wearing symbolic Christmas costumes, and/or singing traditional        

Christmas carols.  Each age group was recorded individually, in respect to COVID-19, practicing safe 

distancing.  Then the entire program was put together on a ‘PEP logoed’ zip drive for each family to    

enjoy in the safety and comfort of their home this Christmas season.  Pastor Bill also made his seasonal 

appearance on PEP’s Christmas Presentation with a prerecorded ‘Children’s Time’ with a Christmas 

theme to top off the recording.  Thank you, Pastor Bill ☺ ! At the end of the programming day everyone 

was treated to a ‘Jesus’ birthday cupcake.  Thank you, to our gifted, technological savvy, Jenele Baldwin, 

who made it possible.  Please pray for the Park’s Edge Preschool families this year.   

The non-perishable food donations collected for the annual food drive walk-a-thon and PEP’s first annual 

‘Trunk-or-Treat’ was donated to St. Vincent de Paul and the Congregation of the Great Spirit through the 

help of Pam and Dave Lownik, Coordinator for St. Mary’s Food Pantry.   The Hunger Task Force bin was 

overflowing this past month with many generous donations of peanut butter…a valuable resource of  

protein to the homeless population.  Hunger never gets a Christmas break; food donations are always 

welcome here! A big thank you to the many Emanuel Church friends that help make Park’s Edge       

Preschool’s Annual food drives a success.  Please keep the families that go hungry this holiday season 

in your thoughts and prayers.  It has been a very hard year on their community. 

Sunday, January 31st is CHHSM Sunday. Park’ Edge Preschool has been a member of the United 

Church of Christ’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministries since June 1999. CHHSM Sunday 

gives Emanuel Church members an opportunity to celebrate Park’s Edge Preschool’s ministry serving 

Hales Corners and the surrounding community with Christian child-care. Special blessings and prayers 

are bestowed on Park’s Edge Preschool staff and Emanuel Church members in the health and human 

service professions. This year, CHSSM’s 83rd Annual Meeting is Themed ‘Together We Create a Just, 

Caring and Compassionate World.   Due to the health risk COVID-19 presents, the many CHHSM       

ministry national leaders will be gathering virtually March 2-4.  Please pray for the United Church of 

Christ’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministries and the vulnerable populations they serve.  

Thank you to the leadership and many volunteers of Emanuel Church for keeping Emanuel Church     

virtually ‘open’ this year during a pandemic.  Thank you for the continued support and prayers for   

Park’s Edge Preschool. 

 

Happy New Year & Good Tidings,                                                                                                                                       

Ellen M. Kvalheim, Director 



 

 

Here Are Some Prayers That Might Help This Christmas Season 

 

If you are alone this Christmas…           
Heavenly God, the holiday season can be quite a trial and even a deep sadness to many people,          
especially those that are alone at this time. Draw very close we pray to those that are alone and lonely 
over this holiday time and may they discover closeness in their relationship with You that perhaps they 
did not enjoy before. Amen. 
 

If you want to reflect on Jesus as light during the holiday season…      
Dear Jesus, as we celebrate Your birth may we begin to see the world in the light of the understanding 
You give us. As you chose the lowly, the outcasts and the poor to receive the greatest news the world 
had ever known, so may we worship You in meekness of heart. May we also remember our brothers  
and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in the season of giving. Amen. 
 
If you or someone you know is depressed during the holidays…      
Holy God, it seems so silly and wrong to get so depressed about this holiday season, but Lord, You 
know that I find holidays quite difficult to cope with, and I know that I can’t break out of this cycle of    
holiday depression without Your help and strength. Show me what I ought to do in order to prevent 
those thoughts from taking hold of me and pushing me back into a state of despair and depression. 
Amen. 
 

If you are in need of hope during the holidays…      
Creator God, Christmastime is such a blessed season of the year as we remember the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in a stable in Bethlehem, and how we thank You for giving Your only begotten Son into this 
world so that by His death and resurrection, He could become our Savior, and we could become Your 
children. We thank You for the wonderful hope that the Christmas message instills into each of our 
hearts, and the glorious message of the gospel of peace – peace with God to all who believe. Amen. 
 

If you are looking for Jesus’ glory and peace during the holidays…     

Almighty God, Lord of light, a child is born for us and as a son is given to us. Your eternal Word 
streamed down from heaven in the silent watches of the night, and now Your people are filled with   
wonder at the nearness of God. Open our hearts to receive Jesus’ life and increase our vision with the 
rising of dawn, that our lives may be filled with His glory and His peace, who lives and reigns forever  
and ever. Amen. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/1 Rev. Robert Snyder 

1/1 Debbie Matthies 

1/1 Addie Lambe 

1/5 Craig Kvalheim 

1/7 Alicia Morris 

1/8 Cindy Mixon 

1/8 Mark Morris 

1/8 Sylvie Gill 

1/9 Thomas Casper 

1/11 Aaron Baldwin 

1/12 Mark Breutzmann 

1/13 Eileen Kvalheim 

1/18 Jody Rossman 

1/20 Andrew Van Hulle 

1/21 Marnie Schmidt  

1/22 Tim Pikus 

1/22 Steve Szklarski 

1/22 Jessica Lawton 

1/24 Linda Smith 

1/26 Gene Detert 

1/26 Anna Ostrowski 

1/27 Velma Stein 

1/28 Karen Johnson 

1/28 Ruby Bomberg 

1/30 Rachel Smith 

1/31 John Zacher  

 

Blessing for the Future  
by Mary Luti 

Bless, O God, the unanswerable, the hypocritical, the possible. 

Bless the silence, the shrug, the hard to say,  

the “who knows?”, the “have to wait and see.” 

Bless the markers, the absence of markers,  

the path, the no path, the indistinct, the clearing. 

Bless the arriving life, the nothing-normal-about-it new normal,   

the future, the unknown. 

Bless you in it, the presence, the firm,  

the knowing, the power, the same love. 

Bless you in it, the center, the serene, the hidden near,               

the gleaming, the boundless mercy, the same love. 

The same love here and there. 

The same love now and when. 

 

 

 

Coordinator:  Guenter Ehrlich (262) 784-3494  

 

 

 

Coordinator:  Marie Hoven (414) 881-8796 

 

ARE YOU ON INSTAGRAM? 

So is Emanuel Church!  We have begun an 

Instagram Page and found connections with 

several our Young Adults.  Please look up 

Emanuel Church, we have about 25  followers 

now and welcome more.   

Search for Emanuel UCC Hales Corners, WI. 

These are the dates for volunteering for the Guest House and the 

Gathering n 2020.  If you are interested in helping with either of 
these missions of Emanuel, please contact the coordinators listed 

below or the church office. Thank you.  

JANUARY 30 MARCH 6 

OCTOBER 23 NOVEMBER 13 

FEBRUARY 17 APRIL 9 

JUNE 16 NOVEMBER 10 

DECEMBER 15 



 

 

 

Words to Ponder - How Can We Be a Healing People? 

Last month, we lifted up some challenges facing our Native American siblings. Since then, Emanuel 

member Dale Stohre, attended (via Zoom) the Wisconsin Council of Churches annual meeting, where 

the keynote speaker was Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs, a member of the Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation 

here in Wisconsin.  
 

He told the story of his grandmother. She was a vivid story-teller, but one day, when visiting the now-

closed Christian boarding school she attended in childhood, she became suddenly silent. Because, he 

said, during her years there, “This school stole her voice.” He reminded us that this and many other    

historic “Indian schools” across America - often identifying themselves as Christian - tried to assimilate 

Native people into White culture. “Indigenous language and culture was suppressed in the name, and at 

the hand, of the Church.” 
 

Those schools are largely a thing of the past, but their legacy remains, and Rev. Jacobs reminded us of 

Matthew 5:23-24, where Jesus says: “Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember 
that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift at the altar and go. First make 
things right with your brother or sister, and then come back and offer your gift.”  
 

“First, make things right…” Reflecting 1 Corinthians 13:1, Pastor Jacob challenged us to make sure  that 

our love is active, visible, and heeds this call to healing with our Native neighbors. “Making things right” 

again is part of the work of Christ among us, and as central to our life as worship itself is. Authentic   

worship, he said, is active in “the work of repair…or we are little more than a noisy gong or  a clanging 

cymbal.” Let us ponder ways in which Emanuel Church can be part of that healing and repair.   

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING GROUP 

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENT ORNAMENTS 
Advents ornament making kits went out to all that showed interest in participating in 

our virtual Sunday School Program this year.  Although we missed our typical      

Advent Workshop, it was wonderful to have a way to provide ornament making kits 

to our families.  Thank you to parents who shared pictures with us on Facebook.  

Stay tuned  for further fun projects and more videos on our private Facebook page!           
Sylvie Gill 



 

 

 

EMANUEL’S ELVES RUN COOKIE WALK! 

                                         

                

 

Carrie Gott Rick & Bonnie Barnhart  

Tricia Trexell Craig & Ellen Kvalheim  

Jayne Larson  Bob & Susan Lawton  

Karin McElrone  Marie Hoven & Jeff Johnson 

Beth Meyer  Louis & Debbie Thon  

This year Emanuel was not able to have their traditional Cookie 

Walk.  Thanks to Carrie Gott and Rick and Bonnie Barnhart the idea 

of having members bake cookies and then deliver them to our 

members who have been mostly at home during this time was born.  

Cookies that were not given to our members were donated to the 

Guest House and were very much appreciated. We had several 

bakers and elves help with this wonderful event.  

Beth Ciche  

 

 

 

❖ Thanks to all who baked or helped deliver the Cookies to some of our Senior Members. 
 

❖ Thanks to all who are collecting food for the Advent Calendar Food Drive 
 

❖ Thanks to Trustees for proposing a Budget in difficult times 

❖    Thanks for faithful stewardship and Pledging. 

❖ Thanks for all the ways We are Being the Church. 
 

❖    Thank you to Santa Jayne Larson for giving the gift of Christmas to those who have mostly  
been in their home during this difficult time.   

 

Dear Emanuel Members, 
What a pleasant surprise I had on Saturday, December 12, when a gorgeous plate of Christmas       
Cookies were delivered to me.  Thank you Emanuel Church bakers, they were delicious!!  I rationed   
myself to  only have two a day to savor through the holiday season.  Thank you also for all the beautiful 
cards, notes and phone calls.  They brightened my days which at times seem long and lonely.   
It’s nice to know that Emanuel members are thinking of me. 
Marjorie Pierce 
 
Dear Emanuel Members, 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, for all the prayers and cards in memory of our mother,      
Dorothy Ander.  The love and support from everyone has been a blessing through this difficult time.    
We plan to have a celebration of life when it is safe to be together. 
Sincerely, 

The Ander Family 

Gregg, Debbie, and Cindy  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,         
Senior Choir for the month of January has been cancelled. 
 
YOUTH CHOIR 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,       
Youth Choir for the month of January has been cancelled. 
 
HAND BELL CHOIR 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation with services currently suspended, rehearsals have been         
temporarily postponed. Please contact director Beth Ciche at 423-5755 or dbciche@wi.rr.com for more 
information and updates.    
   
INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 
Even if we can’t sing together as we would like, we can and would love to have some special music to 
enhance and enrich our worship services when in-person worship services resume!  So…if you would 
like to play an instrument and share your talent to the glory of God, please talk to Mark; he has a sign-up 
sheet available.  Young people are especially encouraged!  All are welcome to play!  All Sundays are 
open once in-person worship begins again. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
As most of us are more than ready to see 2020 come to an end and looking forward to the New Year 
2021, I am reminded of the hymn from our Chalice Hymnal “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” by Brain 
Wren.  In fact, he wrote the hymn for a 1978 New Year’s Day service in Oxford, England.  The words are 
particularly appropriate even today as we enter the New Year: 

 

“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”      B. Wren 
 

1. This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on,  
time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

 

2. For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,  
can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again. 

 

3. Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past  
and leave behind our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking  

new paths, and sure to find. 
 

4. Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.   
This is a day of new beginnings-our God is making all things new. 

 

May this be a year of new beginnings for us all.  Amen!    
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions regarding 
the impacts of the ever-changing Covid-19 situation on 
Emanuel’s music program!  
 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

Home:  414.272.2230            

Work/Cell/Mobile:  414.336.2507 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

mailto:dbciche@wi.rr.com


 

 

 

PASTOR & STAFF 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 

 
LAKELAND UNIVERSITY OFFERS OUTSTANDING  

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY  
 

 
Are you looking for ways to get involved in a religious studies community during your time at college? 
Do you have a passion to speak out for justice in our communities and world? Lakeland University offers 
a full-tuition scholarship competition opportunity to students with these interests; it’s called our Ulrich 
Scholars Scholarship Program. The Ulrich Scholarship is named after the long-time and beloved 
Lakeland Professor of Philosophy and Religion, Reinhard Ulrich.  
 

Each year nine Ulrich Scholars earn a $20,000 per year scholarship to attend Lakeland University.     
We also offer one student a full-tuition award. Students who receive these awards major or minor in     
Religion, participate in Ulrich Scholars events throughout the year (including lectures, retreats,         
community service, and visits to various religious communities), and lead a social justice initiative on    
or off campus in their junior or senior years.  
 

If this sounds interesting, we would love to have you learn more about the Ulrich Scholars Program.  
You may apply for the opportunity at lakeland.edu/portal. The full-tuition competition is set to take place 
on January 29, 2021. Applicants must submit their materials by January 22, 2021.  
 

Don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions about this opportunity! Contact Dr. Karl Kuhn at 
kuhnka@lakeland.edu or admissions@lakeland.edu.  
   
Linda Bosman 

Director of the Ulrich Center for Faith, Ethics and Justice 

920-565-1023 ext. 2151 

 

https://connect.lakeland.edu/account/login?r=https%3a%2f%2fconnect.lakeland.edu%2fapply%2fstatus
mailto:kuhnka@lakeland.edu
mailto:admissions@lakeland.edu

