
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Perhaps each of us have found moments these last eight months when we were thankful to be able to do 
something that felt “normal.”  Go Camping.  Dine on a patio.  Go for a walk, bike, run?  Covid 19 has 
changed life in many ways, some temporary, others long term.  I want to reflect a little about what Covid 
19 has meant for the church. 
 

Covid 19 has restricted much of what we love about being church.   
Let’s admit this!  While we are still able to gather around screens for Chapel at Home, and to gather in 
small groups for Chapel at Church, it is important to grieve that which Covid 19 has restricted.  The 
church is nearly synonymous with community; intergenerational, human contact we so love and need.   
We share food, fellowship, conversation, service, Worship, festival and more and these are a foundation 
for why many people participate in Church.  The church becomes instant Community in a world becoming 
more and more partitioned.  Elders, Youth, children all mix and mingle in hallways, fellowship halls,    
classrooms, music rehearsals, serving food lines, and sanctuaries of the church and we miss this.  
 

Music has also been significantly diminished.  We miss handbells and choir, and special music.  The 
hymnbook, sometimes called the theology book of the church, sits on a shelf as it is not safe to sing       
together right now.  We are thankful for virtual choirs, music, and organ recordings but we admit all this    
is not the same.    
 

But It isn’t all Bad News  
During this Pandemic, the church has shown the importance of being a growing, learning, flexible           
institution.  Thousands of churches who never recorded even a prayer are, weekly, recording full worship 
services, sharing online meetings and study groups, etc.  The church is recognizing radical hospitality as 
any congregation may welcome participants in its virtual ministry from multiple states, or countries.      
Worshippers can find spiritual strength from their own congregation, along with previous churches they 
attended or other congregations they respect, all at the click of a mouse or touch of a website link.  In 
some form Virtual church will continue as it welcomes many who are unable to attend in person.  One can 
worship anywhere around the world each week.  Reminding us all that the church reaches near and far 
with the Love, reconciliation, healing, and justice of God known in Jesus Christ. 
 

Spiritual Issues we had been setting aside are getting needed attention and response.   
None of us believe racial inequality, poverty, health care, or climate change are new issues.  We know 
they have long standing, systemic reaches back into history.  But before we put on the brakes back in 
March, it was easy to mourn these problems and just go on without doing much.  Now there has been   
time to start to do something, organizing, marching, implementing new ideas.  I have a lot of hope for the   
movements happening in these last months, I believe progress toward justice, loving all, and unity can   
and is being made.  Will mistakes be made?  Of course, but Covid 19 has provided time to pray about    
and work on real solutions.  More of us have paused to envision what justice and peace look like to us as 
God’s people and how we can build a post-pandemic world that is better for everyone. 
 
Continued ... 
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Dear Emanuel Church Members: 

    ‘Back to School’ has a whole new meaning this year…

virtual or in person?  Can summer really be coming to an end      

already?   This time of year, we are usually welcoming new families 

and sadly saying good-bye to our departing families…however this 

September things are a little different for all of us due to COVID-19.  

Park’s Edge Preschool is prepared for both bussing children back to school and virtual learning too.    

Children and families will be supported whatever way their school district chooses to educate children this 

year.  Our staff are prepared to nurture and support them through this unusual time in history.   

 While planning 2020’s summer program, our main goal was to keep children and families safe.    

We had planned all fieldtrips to be held ‘on-site’ this year.  All were considered safe, educational,          

economical and above all, fun: A Martial Arts demonstration; lunch from McDonald’s; a musician and     

entertainer named Mr. Pickles; and David Stokes, with a menagerie of real live animals.  When the mask 

mandate came through for children 5 years old and older, we gave teachers more flexibility in holding 

class outdoors, including several picnics in our own backyard.  We still have more fun ahead of us with 

just 2 weeks left before school starts.  Every year we poll our children/staff to see which activity was their 

favorite.  Please stay tuned, I will share that information with you in the next ECHO. 

May is the usual time of year that we hold the Park’s Edge Preschool Graduation, however with 

COVID-19 this year we postponed it to August.   The annual ceremony was safely held following CDC 

guidelines in Emanuel Church’s Sanctuary for preschool children attending 5-year-old kindergarten in fall.  

Seventeen students crossed over the bridge from preschool to elementary school.  Afterwards Granny’s 

Treats was served outdoors for a safe family celebration and mask-free, social distancing.  Everyone was 

treated to an individually wrapped, ice cream treat, of their choice.  What a happy and memorable          

occasion for all to appreciate and cherish.  Congratulations to the Jacob Meinholdt and Nolan Perry      

families.  Emanuel Church members, Jennifer Hastings-Meinholdt, President, and Rhonda (Berg) Perry, 

Secretary, of the Park’s Edge Preschool Board of Directors.  Both of their children have been attending 

Park’s Edge Preschool since infancy.  Thank you and congratulations! 

A ‘thank you’ goes to all of the 2020 PEP Board of Directors which is made up of Emanuel Church 

members and Park’s Edge Preschool parents with a skill set that supports the mission of Park’s Edge   

Preschool: Jennifer Hastings-Meinholdt, President; Marcia Goecks, Vice President; Matthew Egan,      

Treasurer; Rhonda Perry, Secretary; Adam Johnson, IT & PEP Building & Grounds; Kim Kozlik, HR;       

Brianna Schroeder, Education; Pastor Dale Stohre, Christian Component; and Christine Van Hulle, HR.  

We meet monthly, either through conference call or in person on-site.  This has been an exceptional year 

for decision making for the Park’s Edge Preschool board and I thank each board member for their time, 

talent, and commitment to Park’s Edge Preschool.  If you are curious about the Park’s Edge Preschool 

board happenings or want to know more about PEP, just ask...thank you! 

Park’s Edge Preschool’s Annual Open House is scheduled for Thursday, September 10th from    

5:30-7:30 pm.  The PEP staff is enthusiastic about the upcoming school year…this year is no exception.  

However, to do this safely we are having families’ sign-up for a scheduled time frame to allow for social 

distancing.  If you are looking for childcare, there are a few openings in our preschool program. Did you 

know active, participating Emanuel Church members receive a 10% discount on tuition?  Our focus for 

the NAC Accreditation with the Faith-Based Component is our Christian Curriculum.  Have a happy and 

safe school year…watch for children!  Thank you! 
 

Sincerely,  
Ellen M. Kvalheim, Park’s Edge Preschool Director 



 

 

 

Family  
I feel as if I have seen a major increase these last months in families doing things together.  Certainly, 
this is not true for all, but I see more families bike riding, walking, picnicking together, at the beach      
together, than I have for years.  I see families working outside together In addition, I hear the value of 
friendships as now, those more rare times with friends are treasured multiple times over.  I sense, and 
this is just my intuition, many families and friends growing closer together, appreciating each other,     
sharing their interests with each other, and learning to enjoy each and care for each other once again.   
 

Personal Growth 
I have found tremendous personal growth in these months.  As I have reflected on my life, faith, people 
important to me, and who I am… I have learned about myself and how I can be in this world as Christ’s 
disciple.  We have this opportunity to learn more deeply what it means to be a Child of God and how 
each of us can grow as a spiritual being. 
 

Grief & Worry 
The last things I want to speak about are grief and worry.  These months are challenging us to learn new 
ways to cope with worry.  I believe we are learning to rely on God more genuinely, to trust each other, 
and embrace the goodness alive in the universe.  This is helping us as we worry about the future,         
infection, our economy, and about life and death.     
 

But we cannot deny these months have been heavy with grief.  Grief for loved ones who have been     
infected or have died.  Grief for not being able to visit when loved ones are in hospitals, elder care       
facilities, and so on.  Grief for missing Spiritual renewing activities like church camp, church festivals, 
and so forth.  I want to close by letting the a few verses of scripture ring in your thoughts:  Psalm 34:18 
says, "The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit."  Matthew 5:4, “"Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."  Proverbs 3:5-6, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge God, and God will make 
straight your paths."   
 

Peace, 
Pastor Bill   

 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED SPECIAL OFFERING 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the  

United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 

funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 

Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and   

Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice            

initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through 

grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches 

and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work    

ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice.  

This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors 

and communities.  

Traditionally most UCC congregations receive the NIN offering as part of their World Communion     

Sunday observance, which this year falls on October 4th.  We will be collecting for this offering from now 

through October 4th. Members and friends of Emanuel Church may donate any time between now and 

then, either on line or by a check (with NIN in the memo line) either mailed to church, dropped in the  

offering plate on Sunday, or online by checking the Neighbors in Need box on the Vanco giving page.  

To access our online giving, simply click on our webpage https://emanuel-ucc.org/  and click on the  

  link at the bottom of the page.  This will take you to our online giving site.  
 

                     Promoted by Emanuel’s Social Justice Group 

https://emanuel-ucc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US! 
As we have been distancing from 
church, the weeds and bushes 
have continued to grow. We could 
use your help to clean up outside 
(mostly pulling weeds and      
trimming   bushes). If you have 
time and the inclination please join 
us on  Saturday,  August 29th, 9 am-11 am  to clean up our church 
yard. Bring along your gardening gloves, trowels, trimmers and or other 
tools that you would like to use.  
 

Don't worry there are plenty of areas to work that will allow us to remain 
six feet apart. :-) I'm planning to bring some refreshments, so please let 
me know if you will be attending!  
 

Thank you and take care, 
Marie Hoven 
414-881-8796  
mariehoven@wi.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖  Thank you to Marie Hoven and Lonny Goecks for beginnning the  
      church beutification work around the building.  Please sign up to  
      attend August 29th if you are able to continue the work!  
 

❖  Thank you to Jeff and Nancy Zaborowski for continuing to volunteer 
      their time to making in-person worship as safe as possible!   
 

Dear Emanuel Members, 
Thank you so very much for all the lovely cards that you have sent me. 
I appreciate them very much. 
Jeri Zepnick  

9/1 Deanna Gnas 

9/4 Liam Klotzbach 

9/4 Izzy Sorce 

9/6 Cindy Ander 

9/7 Madison Meinholdt 

9/7 Judi Abramowski 

9/7 Jeff Johnson 

9/7 Sue Sorce 

9/9 Orlando Corchado 

9/10 Hank Erenz  

9/11 Rhonda Perry 

9/12 Madison Gummer 

9/14 Lucas Gummer 

9/15 Dennis WItt 

9/15 Ray Powalish 

9/16 Jan Snyder 

9/18 Gerda Meinhold 

9/19 Andrew Schroeder 

9/21 Peggy Berg 

9/21 Carrie Gott 

9/22 Vivian Sucevic 

9/22 Rev. Dan Schowalter 

9/24 Dennis Ciche 

9/25 Christian Corchado 

9/25 Tyler Pikus 

9/26 Dale Stohre 

9/26 Amy Matzen 

9/27 Jared Ciche 

9/27 Marie Hoven  

9/27 Brian Trexell 

9/27 Kayla Zacher 

9/27 Elizabeth Peterson 

9/28 Irene Zimmerman  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29TH 

Emanuel Families, 

The Board of Christian Education is currently working on a way to   

safely provide Sunday School to the children.  We will be sending out a 

letter to our families along with a survey to fill out and return to the 

church so we can implement a plan that everyone is comfortable with.  
 

Emanuel’s Board of Christian Education  
 

UPDATE ON 

mailto:mariehoven@wi.rr.com


 

 

VOTING! “Voting is one way to give voice to the change we want to see in the world, a 
world that cries out for healing” – the national officers of the United Church of Christ.  
Thanks to all who voted in the August 11th statewide primary election.  In anticipation of 
the November 3rd general election, it is not too early to request an absentee ballot if 
you have not already done so.  Contact your municipality or go on-line to             
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/ which also has links to: “My Voter Info”, “Find My Polling 
Place”, “What’s On My Ballot”, “Update My Name or Address”, and “Register To 
Vote”.  Please  remember that state races are just as important as national ones.  For example, many of 
us live in Wisconsin’s 28th State  Senate district which is comprised of Hales Corners, Muskego, the 
Town and   Village of Waterford, Big Bend, Vernon, Greendale, Franklin and portions of Milwaukee, 
Greenfield, New Berlin, Town of Waukesha and the Town of East Troy.  Our current state senator, David 
Craig, who ran unopposed in 2016, did not seek reelection this year.  The race is now contested         
between democrat  Adam Murphy and republican Julian Bradley, neither of whom has held elective     
office.  It’s an opportunity for us voters in the 28th district to research our choices.  Not all state senate 
districts are up for election in 2020 but all of our state assembly districts are.  You can find your districts 
on the myvote website and then search on line to find out about the candidates wanting to represent 
you.  As we each find out more, let’s remember: Our Faith, Our Voice, Our Vote! 
 

Recommended Reading and Anti-Racism Resources.   

In addition to books listed in earlier editions of “The Echo”, may we suggest:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Justice Gathering Group will be promoting of the national UCC Neighbors in Need (NIN) Special 

Offering.  Please see the full announcement in this edition of the Echo.  

So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeome Oluo 
 

 

 

White Rage by Carol Anderson 
 

 

 

How to be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi 

 

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING GROUP 

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/


 

 

RETURN TO WORSHIP GENERAL GUIDELINES - EMANUEL CHURCH 
 

THINGS TO KNOW PRIOR TO SUNDAY SERVICE: 

• No nursery services will be available. 
• No Children’s Time or Sunday School in person. 
• No gathering in the Narthex prior to or after service. 
• All worshippers are required to wear a mask.  We have some masks available if you need one.          
      When you mask, it allows someone else to feel safer attending. 
• All worshippers are asked to thoroughly wash their hands at home prior to coming to church. 
• All worshippers are asked to use the restroom at home. There will be unrestricted access to the restrooms. 
• Bottles of hand sanitizer will be placed at each entrance.   
• No bulletins will be distributed - we will begin by sharing the service only on the Screen. 
• We will limit attendance to 45 people, please sign up by Thursday noon the week before . 
• The Sign up will provide information for contact tracers should it be needed. 
• We ask that you email announcements to the church office by Thursday noon.   
      They may also be handed to the Usher who will give them to the Pastor to make all announcements. 
• Seat cushions will be removed from the sanctuary.   
 

ARRIVING AT CHURCH AND SEATING: 

• Pews will be marked green, yellow and red.  At green pews households may sit on the ends of the pew.           

      At yellow pews, households may sit in the center of the pew, red pews are restricted.  Please maintain social  

      distancing minimum of 6 feet at all times! 

• Only families and persons who live in the same dwelling will be allowed to sit together.  Friends and family 
who do not live in the same dwelling are asked to sit separately. 

• If you are in the at-risk population, (those over age 60 and individuals with chronic health issues or              
compromised immune systems) and decide to attend, you are asked and strongly encouraged to arrive at church 
and be seated by 9:10am. 

• The at-risk population are asked to use the southwest door nearest the elevator to enter and exit the building. 
Please use safe social distancing when entering the building. If you see someone entering, remain outside until 
they have entered the church. Doors will be propped open as they can and an usher will be monitoring the    
entrance from a safe distance. 

• The at-risk population are asked to be seated on the southwest (right-hand as you face the altar) side of the 
church. Please sit on the ends of the green marked pews and in the middle of the yellow marked pews.  

• The less at-risk population (59 years and younger and individuals without chronic health issues or               
compromised immune systems) are asked to enter through the main door by the preschool front desk.        
Doors will be propped open as they can and an usher will be monitoring the entrance from a safe distance. 

• The less-at-risk population are asked to arrive between 9:10am-9:25am to allow the at-risk population  to arrive 
and be seated by 9:10am. 

 
DURING THE SERVICE: 

• Those who are feeling sick, unwell, or show any symptoms of COVID-19 must not enter the building.         
Those who begin to feel sick, or experience any symptoms of COVID-19 must leave the building immediately. 

• There will be no passing of the peace or greeting the pastor before or after worship. 
• There will be no choir nor singing by anyone other than possibly a soloist. 
• Collection plates will be located at each of the entry doors to the Sanctuary.  Please place your offering in the 

plate prior to or after service or you are encouraged to utilize the on-line giving options. 

 

AFTER SERVICE: 

• There will be no time of fellowship following service. Pews will be dismissed one at a time starting in the rear 
by an usher following the postlude. Please exit through the same door you entered. If  you want to speak with 
someone following service, please do so outside away from other people’s vehicles, or give them a call. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,      
Summer Choir for the month of September has been cancelled. 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,        
Senior Choir for the month of September has been cancelled. 

 

YOUTH CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,      
Youth Choir for the month of September has been cancelled. 

 

HAND BELL CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, there are currently no plans to begin Hand bells at this time,   
however it is hoped that they can regroup soon.  Please contact director Beth Ciche at 423-5755 or 
dbciche@wi.rr.com for more information and updates.    

   

INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 

Even if we can’t sing together as we would like, we can and would love to have some special music to 
enhance and enrich our worship services!  So…if you would like to play an instrument and share your 
talent to the glory of God, please talk to Mark; he has a sign-up sheet available.  Young people are      
especially encouraged!  All are welcome to play!  All Sundays are open. 

 

QUESTIONS…  

 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions regarding the impacts of the ever-changing Covid-19    
situation on Emanuel’s music program!  

  

 

 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

Home:  414.272.2230            

Work/Cell/Mobile:  414.336.2507 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 
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PASTOR & STAFF 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

  

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 

Thank you to all Emanuel members who donated to our Lenten Offering this year!   

We sure have made a difference in such an time of great need!   


