
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Happy Easter!  Hallelujah!  “Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed” During these “Safer at Home” days” I 
have been finding myself uncovering memories that had long been buried. 
 
One church memory came to mind.  As a youth in High School I attended St. Peter UCC, Stone Church, IL 
where my father was the pastor.  This was a rural church of about 90 members with a faithful choir and a 
small but active youth group.  This area of Southern Illinois was made up of mostly large family farms    
dotted by small towns every 10 or so miles.  Each town had several churches.   
 
There was a practice among the churches in that area called “Visitation Sunday.”  It happened annually.  
Each church would choose a Sunday to close down, and invite the membership to visit another church of 
their choice.  Most of my high school friends and I loved Vacation (as we called it) Sunday because we 
could see our friends, but that was not the primary reason for “Visitation Sunday.”  The goal of Visitation 
Sunday was to go to another church and find out what they did well about being the church.  Was it      
worship?  Was it Hospitality?  Was it Fellowship? Youth?  Sunday School?  Was it music?  Was it          
sanctuary decorations?  Were they involved in justice and peace issues or community work? 
 
I like the spirit of visitation Sunday, it was cooperative.  Churches wanted to share and strengthen each 
other.  I think about the Reformed Church roots of our United Church of Christ and one of the tenets of 
faith was that sister churches were covenant partners, expected to help and support each other,            
cooperate not compete. 
 
During this time, we are “Safer at Home” you have an opportunity to virtually visit many other                
congregations.  Do they have ways to reach out to you online while you are worshipping, or after worship?  
Do they include pieces in worship that have meaning, or inspire you?   So as an act of Easter New Life, I 
invite you to virtually visit other churches, UCC and other denominations too for a Virtual “Visitation     
Sunday” and compile the ideas you find.  You can even contact the congregation to learn more if you see 
something that touches your soul.  
 
I pray you are healthy, safe, and taking care,   
 
Peace,     
Pastor Bill  
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Dear Emanuel Church Member, 

I hope this communication finds many of you staying healthy at 

home.  Park’s Edge Preschool has made every effort to keep 

our doors open and families and staff healthy during this       

unprecedented time in history.  PEP honored parents, staff and 

young  children by celebrating the Annual Week of the Young 

Child April 13th-17th.    Each classroom created a unique banner expressing diversity in our program.  

PEP’s Annual WOYC Parade was held Thursday, April 16th.  Rather than having all groups  participating 

together, this year’s WOYC parade, was celebrated with 3 separate groups parading individually.  PEP’s 

big parade celebration is already in the works for when everyone returns to PEP to celebrate after     

Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.   
 

WOYC’s Teacher Appreciation Day at PEP was celebrated on Friday, April 17.  It was the perfect venue  

to distribute the SCRIP Walmart gift cards to staff!  All PEP staff furloughed and/or working yet at PEP,       

received the SCRIP Walmart gift cards donated to them from the many generous Emanuel Church     

members.  The staff and I are very appreciative that Emanuel Church would be thinking of the Park’s  

Edge  Preschool staff at this uncertain time.  Many of the staff on furlough are considered ‘at risk’ in our   

environment during the COVID-19 epidemic and are ‘safe at home’.  PEP staff that are still working bring  

a positive energy, enthusiasm and commitment to the children/families that are deemed essential.  ALL 

PEP staff are essential to Park’s Edge Preschool and I look forward to the day when all are reunited 
 

The Week of the Young Child serves as a time to reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that every child has 

an opportunity to experience the type of environment that promotes learning…at home, school, and in the 

community.  We are fortunate that Emanuel Church/Park’s Edge Preschool’s mission promotes this kind of 

early childhood environment.  My hope for the future is that all children in our care…past,   present and 

future, will reflect on their early childhood learning experiences as happy memories imprinted by PEP.   
 

As I prepare this ECHO communication, I am sad to say PEP’s Mother’s Day breakfast is cancelled.    

Although, how would we survive this turn of events without mothers?  Many moms have now become     

teachers, busy home-schooling their elementary school children as they balance the demands of working 

at home.  Please pray for them to have the stamina and patience during this crisis. 
 

PEP’s Annual Preschool Graduation, scheduled for Thursday, May 21st will be postponed to a future date.  

PEP’s Preschool Graduation Ceremony, planned for preschoolers entering 5K in fall 2020, will be an even 

bigger celebration than past years because we will be celebrating reunification with many of those families 

as well.  Most of our preschool graduates have been at Park’s Edge Preschool since infancy.  This annual 

event has always been an exciting time for PEP staff, as well as the parents, who have nurtured and       

encouraged these children along the way.  Congratulations to all 2020 graduates…this has certainly been 

a unique school year. 
 

Park’s Edge Preschool has been NAC Accredited with the Faith-based Component since February 26, 

2010.  April 13 to June 5th, 2020 was PEP’s window of time for our validation visit from the Association for 

Early Learning Leaders, the governing board of NAC Accreditation.  It has been postponed until further 

notice although our status will remain the same until the visit requirement is met.  Park’s Edge Preschool 

has met the highest level of quality even during these turbulent times.  Stay safe and healthy!   

We miss you! 
 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Ellen M. Kvalheim, 

Park’s Edge Preschool Director 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 

Due to the extension of the “Safer at Home” Declaration, the Senior Choir will not be singing or         
rehearsing in the month of May.  (See below regarding Summer Choir and Soloists needed)! 
 

YOUTH CHOIR 

Due to the extension of the “Safer at Home” Declaration, the Youth Choir will not be singing or          
rehearsing in the month of May.  We will get together again in September.   

 

HAND BELL CHOIR 

Due to the extension of the “Safer at Home” Declaration, the Hand bell Choir will not be playing or     
rehearsing in the month of May.  We will get together again in September.     
 

RETURNING THIS SUMMER:  SUMMER CHOIR 

Ever thought about singing in the choir but can’t make a full time commitment? Or think the music 
might be too hard?  Enter the summer choir!  The summer choir will sing the first Sunday of June, July, 
August, and September and is open to whomever wants to sing that morning whether you are a current 
choir member or not!  And best of all, the music will be easy!  Just meet at the piano in front of the 
church at 9am for a brief rehearsal the morning we sing!  All ages are welcome!  Questions?  Please 
talk to Mark. 

 

ALSO THIS SUMMER:  SOLOISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 

With summer just a month or so away, we would love to have some special music to enhance and      
enrich our summer worship services.  So…if you would like to sing or play an instrument and share 
your talent with your fellow worshipers to the glory of God, please talk to or email Mark; he has a      
sign-up sheet available.  You do not have to be a member of the Senior Choir to sing a solo; all are  
welcome to sing or play! Young people are especially encouraged! Sundays June 14, 21, 28, July 12, 
19, 26, and August 9, 16, 23, and 30 are available.   

  

UNCERTAIN TIMES 

Given the uncertain times we are currently experiencing due to the COVID-19 virus, I thought it         
appropriate to include the text from a Choral Benediction that the Senior Choir was going to sing last 
month.  May you find strength and direction in these comforting words: 

 

“GO NOW IN PEACE” by Don Besig and Nancy Price 
 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.  God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.  Know He will guide you in all you do. 
 

Go now in love, and show you believe.  Reach out to others so all the world can see.   
God will be there watching from above.  Go now in peace, in faith and in love.  Amen. 
  
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions       
regarding Emanuel’s music program and keep a 

song in your heart! 
 

Mark J. Breutzmann,  
Music Director 
Home:  414.272.2230    
Work/Mobile:  414.336.2507    



 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services are temporarily canceled.  

We are reaching out to everyone either by 

email or telephone for updated information. 

Please stay home and stay safe! 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

5/1 Kasondra Kvalheim 

5/2 Rhonda Stelpflug 

5/2 Ken Gleesing 

5/3 Janine Zacher 

5/3 Jeffrey Ciche 

5/4 Theresa Alfonso 

5/8 Ray Steiniger 

5/8 Sandy Nelson 

5/8 Hannah Klotzbach 

5/11 Hannah McElrone 

5/11 Doris Rottmann 

5/16 Susan Casper 

5/16 Debra Thon 

5/16 Lynn Jensen 

5/16 Jeffrey Heinzel 

5/18 Donna Kordash 

5/19 Connie Sawyer 

5/20 Casey Gott 

5/22 Tessa Van Hulle 

5/27 Charles Sprague 

5/27 Jerome Gratz  

5/27 Zach Kaye 

5/28 Samuel Sucevic 

5/30 Jen Herkowski 

5/31 Donna Morris  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING BAGS FOR SERVICE PROJECT 

Hannah McElrone and Iyana would like to thank everyone for their 

donations for Blessing Bags for their school service project. They 

were able to make 60 bags including toothpaste, toothbrush, body 

wash and lotion.  Additional  supplies were given in bulk to the 

Guest House of Milwaukee. Thanks to Jayne Larson and her       

daughter, Melissa, who works at the Guest House, the supplies   

were distributed. 

Although many donations were given without names we would like 

to thank the following for their generous gifts … 

 Andrew and Christine VanHulle        Izzy & Sue Sorce   

 Reno & Peggy Berg                        Lonny & Marcia Goecks         

 Rick & Bonnie Barnhart                    Erma Politoski            

   Rev. Bill & Rev. Ann Utke      



 

 

 

Be the change you want to see!  How does that play out in these unprecedented times?   

1) Contact your elected officials to offer your opinions on ongoing legislation and/or ideas or opinions 

for the future.  Phone numbers and web-sites are at the end of this article. 
 

2)  Vote! As noted by the national officers of the UCC before the pandemic hit, “Voting is one way to 

give voice to the change we want to see in the world, a world that cries out for healing.” Your vote 

is important and we urge you to get an absentee ballot for both the August 11th Partisan Primary 

and the November 3rd General Election.  If you have family and friends in Wisconsin’s 7th            

Congressional District (northwest WI), please remind them of the special election on May 12th to   

fill the vacated seat.  And if your State Representative was recently elected to another office, keep 

your eyes open for information on a potential special election to fill their vacated seat.  Election  

information can be found at either:   

a. https://myvote.wi.gov or  

b. Your municipality’s web site 

3) Sign nomination papers for candidates to have their name placed on the ballot! With no in person 

canvassing to obtain signatures, candidates are sending emails and making facebook posts with 

nomination papers attached.  If you see one – for the district in which you live! – and have the     

capability to print it out, please do so and then follow all of the directions for filling it out and       

mailing it to the candidate.  These are challenging times for obtaining all the necessary signatures 

and, if we have the ability, we can do our part to help make our elections competitive.  
 

Your Social Justice Gathering Group seeks to educate ourselves and our church family on ways we can 

live out our faith in advocating for the most vulnerable among us.  If you are in a fairly good place          

financially right now, and if you have not already done so, please consider donating all or a part of your 

stimulus check to organizations that are helping vulnerable persons, a demographic that has greatly      

increased these days.  To quote a local activist, Lisa Jones, “We can create permanent Beloved        

Community in how we respond during this crisis.” 
 

To reach out to your elected officials, here is a quick “cheat sheet” of phone 

numbers and web-sites (from which you can send emails).   

US Senators: 

Tammy Baldwin: (202) 224-5653, https://baldwin.senate.gov 

Ron Johnson: (202) 224-5323, https://ronjohnson.senate.gov 

Continued ... 

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING GROUP 

https://myvote.wi.gov
https://baldwin.senate.gov
https://ronjohnson.senate.gov


 

 

 

❖Please keep the Roehr Family in your thoughts and prayers as they deal  

     with Dick Roehr’s recent passing,   

 

❖Please keep in mind that although the church is closed, Park’s Edge is still  

    operating out the building and would appreciate keeping limited people in 

    side the building at this time.   If you need to have access to the building,  

    please contact the church office.  

 

                     

 
          

PARK’S EDGE PRESCHOOL STAFF GIFT CARD COLLECTION 

Thank you to all of the Emanuel members who contributed to the Scrip® Gift Card collection for staff 

who have been furloughed or have limited hours at Park's Edge Preschool.  In total, Emanuel collected  

enough cards to give each staff member several gift cards each. The cards were ordered through our 

fundraising program which gave Emanuel a rebate for all cards purchased! 

The  card were given to staff along with a thank you card from Emanuel.  Way to go!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     ❖ A BIG thank you  to Sean Zacher for braving the long climb to the roof to remove the Christmas 
lights for Emanuel.  This  is always a challenge due to the equipment needed to access the roof.   

We appreciate his help with this  project.   
 

❖ Thank you to both Steve Szklarski and Lonny Goecks for stopping in periodically to continue  
maintaining the church building while closed.  

 
❖ Thank you to Jayne Larson for offering to distribute supplies collected and made by Hannah McElrone 

and her friend Iyana for their school service projects.  The supplies were sent to Guest House of  
Milwaukee.   

Chuck and Carol Sprague Beth Meyer and Dale Stohre GOOD NEWS GROUP 

Jeff Johnson & Marie Hoven Erma Politoski Jody Helmle 

Izzy & Sue Sorce Gail Wilbert Lauretta Huston 

Reno & Peggy Berg Lonny & Marcia Goecks Rev. Bob & Jan Snyder 

Lois Buchholz Tricia Trexell John & JoAnn Zacher 

Karin McElrone  Rev. Bill & Rev. Ann Utke  Sean Zacher  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE 

I wanted to reach out and give an idea of how we will proceed with finishing up the Confirmation year in 

this very unusual time of not meeting face to face.  First let me say, we will NOT have Confirmation on 

the weekend of April 24-26.  We are not even sure if we will be able to meet in the sanctuary by then.   

Once we know when we are able to meet in the sanctuary, I will set up a Parent's meeting, either online 

or in person (if able), and we will discuss when we can conduct the final class meeting and when we can 

hold Confirmation weekend.  In the meantime, please receive my prayers and blessings to each of you,    

I am still excited about what this confirmation year will be. If you have any questions or concerns don't 

hesitate to contact me.   

Continued ... 
 

US Congressional Representatives: 
1st District, Bryan Steil: (202) 225-3031, https://steil.house.gov 

4th District, Gwen Moore: (202) 225-4572, https://gwenmoore.house.gov 

5th District, Jim Sensenbrenner: (202) 225-5101, https://sensenbrenner.house.gov 

Wisconsin Elected Officials: 

Governor Tony Evers: (608) 266-1212, https://evers.wi.gov 
 

State Senators and Representatives:  If you do not know your State Senate District/Senator or Assembly 

District/Representative, you can go to https://myvote.wi.gov, click on “My Voter Information”, click on 

“My Elected Officials”.  You will be prompted to enter your address, after which a long list appears.  

Scroll down to find your state senator and representative.   

Then you can go tohttps://legis.wisconsin.gov/ and navigate the web site to find their contact information.  
  

Most of us probably live in the 28th Senate District, which includes Hales Corners; Muskego; Greendale; 

Franklin; and parts of Greenfield, New Berlin, Milwaukee, Racine and Walworth counties.  It takes in the 

82nd, 83rd and 84th Assembly Districts.   
 

Phone and web-sites for these officials are:  
 

28th Senate District: David Craig, (608) 266-5400,  

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/senate/28/craig 
 

82nd Assembly District: Ken Skworonski, (608) 266-8590, 
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/82/skowronski 

83rd Assembly District: Chuck Wichgers, (608) 266-3363, 
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/83/wichgers 

Contact information for other State Senators and Representatives can be obtained on line as noted 
above.  If you want to find phone numbers for your state officials and do not have internet access, feel 
free to call Beth Meyer at (414) 425-5079 and she will gladly look them up for you! 

https://steil.house.gov
https://gwenmoore.house.gov
https://sensenbrenner.house.gov
https://evers.wi.gov
https://myvote.wi.gov
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/senate/28/craig
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/82/skowronski
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/83/wichgers


 

 

 

PASTOR & STAFF 

 

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 


