
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

We are all wondering, “When will be get back to worship at church?”  This is not an easy question to     
answer.  As plans begin to develop, there is more than one option and Emanuel’s leaders will consider a 
tremendous number of factors and be prepared to respond quickly to the “unknowns” which will arise.   
 

In the beginning we all imagined a big celebration Sunday when we would return with joyful hearts to 
praise God together.  As the weeks have passed it has become crystal clear the “return to church” will be 
in phases which depend, not on a timetable, but on careful discernment of our community’s cooperation 
with standards and recommendations that are set forth, and the path of the virus.  We thank you for your 
patience and for all your support of the resources and worship services that are being offered, and the 
ways we, with Christ, continue to “Be the Church.”      
 

“Be the Church” –  This Week 

In addition to worship online, music recording, email and mailed resources, Park’s Edge 5-star care,      
essential office work, and the massive communication tasks we were “the Church” in a new way this 
week.  The “Drive Thru” food collection at Emanuel May 8th-9th was a tremendous success.  Three food 
pantries in the area will be better able to assist those who come to them thanks to the generous gifts and 
caring hearts who donated.  Donations came from members and friends of Emanuel and members of the 
wider community.  Thanks to all who helped organize and execute this mission and all who donated.   
 

Thinking of Students 
Students, we are keeping you in our prayers for all the end of year field trips, parties, and other events you 
are going to miss.  We pray you and your families are finding ways to make this a special school year.       
If you need ideas here are a few from a homeschooling website that may be useful this year…    

https://www.oakmeadow.com/10-end-of-the-school-year-ideas/   
 

Graduation:  We know graduating is a tremendous accomplishment and grieve with you that you are going 
to miss so much of the celebration.  Your church does not want to forget you!  We ask that members of 
our church who are graduating this year send a picture, first and last name, degree earned, and a short 
note about future plans, Pastor Bill is developing a special way to recognize these graduates on the       
second Sunday in June.  If you are Tech savvy feel free free to send a video or audio clip.  Please get    
picture and information emailed  to rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org by May 25th.   
 

Prayer Resources for All of Us! 
In this Echo I share some Interfaith Prayer resources.  Also, there were a few requests to share the       
worship litany, “I Believe I Need a Shepherd” from Rev. Bruce Prewer, an Australian Pastor, used in     
worship May 3.      
 

God is like the sun; we know light is there even when we cannot see it.  God be with you!  God is with you! 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Bill 
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Hello Emanuel Church Members: 
 

I hope this communication finds you healthy and excited for summer 
and a change of season.  Speaking of change…here at Park’s Edge 
Preschool we are anxious to welcome families and furloughed staff that 
have been ‘staying safe at home’ during the pandemic mandate back to 
Park’s Edge.    
 

The staff, children and families that have been attending PEP since the Covid-19 mandate, have remained safe 
through hand washing, social distancing, (as best we can in a group setting with children) and continued sanitary 
practices.  I am excited to report there has been an increase in parents washing their hands and their children’s 
hands upon entering and departing our building since Covid-19 was first introduced in March.  
 

The PEP staff and families are following protocol by keeping their children safe at home after day care and on  
weekends. This measure truly keeps all of us healthy. I have heard it phrased as ‘living a life of integrity’ as we  
keep families safe in following the CDC recommendations.  
 

I am truly thankful for the continued generous support Park’s Edge Preschool has received in donations of money, 
masks and ‘essential workers’ luncheons as we have forged ahead through this unprecedented event.  And     
speaking of donations…a ‘thank you’ goes out to the many PEP families and Emanuel Church members that        
donated food to the food drive.  What a great way for PEP and Emanuel Church to collaborate and be able to  
collect enough food to donate to three different local food pantries; St. Martin of Tours, Muskego and New Berlin 
Food Pantries.  Thankfully, we are ‘all in this together’ and able to help others, even during this turbulent time! 
 

Here at PEP, we are taking every precaution in meeting the ‘call of duty’ in staying healthy and keeping our  
center open.  This summer we have limited all group sizes to 10 children or less and will continue this  
measure throughout summer in keeping children and staff safe.  Some of the other changes we have applied is  
removal of all soft cloth items that are difficult to disinfect;  placing cots 6 feet apart at naptime rather than 3  
feet; and have discontinued family-style serving at lunch…these are just a few of the many changes/precautions  
to PEP’s ‘new normal’ in protecting children/families from COVID-19.   
 

As families safely return to Park’s Edge Preschool ‘new normal’...  Parents are expected to monitor their  
child’s health on a daily basis before bringing them to PEP each day.  The staff is required to do the same in  
monitoring their health in keeping children safe.  We are mandating families to keep their children home when  
they are sick and quarantining staff and/or children from the program for 14 days if they have traveled out of state.  
Most important is hand washing!  Hands are washed before entering the classroom(s), staff and child’s hands are 
washed before and after toileting/diapering and the child’s too.  Hands are washed whenever the child or caregiver 
is in contact with bodily fluids; before/after eating; after outdoor play; before/after sensory and cooking projects.   
 

PEP has cancelled all large gatherings this spring, including our annual ‘Preschool Graduation’ which 
was scheduled this week. This preschool milestone, celebrated annually to honor children entering 5-year-old            
kindergarten in fall, and their families was truly missed by staff too this year.  Jacob Meinholdt and Nolan Perry  
were among the twenty-four children that were expected to cross over the bridge from preschool to kindergarten.  
Congratulations to their families!  FYI-Emanuel Church members, Jennifer Hastings-Meinholdt, is PEP’s Board  
President and Rhonda (Berg) Perry is PEP’s Board Secretary.  Congratulations to all 2020 Graduates! 
 

Recently, we launched ‘PEP’s Safe Summer Program’ by ‘keeping safe and staying at PEP…a child’s home  
away from home’.  Yes, PEP’s mini-bus will be parked this summer and ‘in-house’ field trips will be held on-site.   
By ‘staying safe at PEP’ we have some control over the necessary precautions to be taken in keeping our  
environment and the children safe from COVID-19.    
 

This has been a very fluid situation throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic and related changes can impact our  
program overnight.  As you can imagine, we have been in daily contact with the Hales Corners Health Department 
in administering the CDC’s ‘best practices’ during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Our guidance also comes from  
the State of Wisconsin licensing department and NAC Accreditation.   
 

I thank Emanuel Church members in helping to keep our families and staff ‘safe at home at Park’s Edge Preschool’.  
Monday, June 1st Park’s Edge Preschool celebrates its twenty-first anniversary, please say a prayer for PEP in  
keeping our families and staff safe and healthy this year.  Thank you!   
 

Sincerely, 

Ellen M. Kvalheim, Director 



 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The information below was recently shared with the Chairs and Co-Chairs of Emanuel's committees 

about managing the financial situation for our beloved community in these uncertain times. 
 

The Board of Trustees has been meeting regularly as we all navigate these uncertain times. Our focus 

right now is our church's cash flow and cash management to ensure the longevity of our beloved 

church and its community. Our time horizon right now is four to six weeks at a time.  
 

We identified three key priorities of our expenses: 

1) protecting and maintaining our physical assets of our building and grounds 

2) ensuring the physical space in which Park's Edge Preschool operates remains safe for its  

    childcare accreditation 

3) paying our employees. 
 

We were able to secure a $5,000 loan through the SBA as a result of the CARES Act funding. We can 

only use this loan for employee salaries and utilities. We appreciate it has given us a little breathing 

room for our operations. We are also grateful to several congregation members who have been able to 

increase their monthly commitments or make outright gifts. Thank you. 
 

With our key priorities identified, the Trustees have looked at what other expenses could be deferred 

from Buildings & Grounds. We are in the process of working with vendors to defer some activities.  
 

For the foreseeable future, the Trustees have frozen all other spending outside of the three priority    

areas without the prior approval of the Board of Trustees. Our next Zoom meeting is scheduled for    

May 19 at 6:30 pm. Moving ahead, we will very likely be meeting every couple of weeks to discuss our     

current financial status and look at a four to six weeks forecast on our cash flow. 
 

Our current Trustees are: Gene Detert (Vice Chair), Kim Klotzbach (Treasurer), Sue Sorce (Secretary), 

Lonny Goecks, Steve Szlarski, and me (Chair). Please let any of us know if you have any concerns or 

questions.  
 

If you would like an expense considered at an upcoming meeting, please let me know. I'll need to know 

the amount, purpose, vendor, and time horizon. 
 

Thank you for your support and understanding of the changes at this time. 

My heartfelt hope is that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy.  
 

God's Peace, 

Jennifer 
 

EMANUEL CHURCH 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ A BIG thank you  to Park’s Edge Preschool, Jayne Larson, 
Pastor Bill, Jeff and Nancy Zaborowski, Rick Barnhart and    

Peggy Berg for volunteering to help with Emanuel and Park’s 
Edge Preschool’s Food. 

 

❖ Thank you to John and Sean Zacher who cleaned up the 
fence near the cemetery and took down trees for the church 

and Park’s Edge!  We appreciate it!!! 

6/1 Owen Maurer 

6/2 Dorothy Ander 

6/8 Jennifer Charpentier 

6/10 Kim Klotzbach 

6/11 Jean Gmeindl 

6/12 Nancy Zaborowski 

6/19 Lucia LoPiparo 

6/22 Tricia Trexell 

6/25 Angelo Corchado 

6/25 Lori Abramowski 

6/25 Carol Lukas 

6/26 Bonnie Gleesing 

6/28 Rev. Ann Utke 

6/28 Lonny Goecks  

Well the food drive at Emanuel UCC is over!! HUGE success!! 
Many, many thanks to our congregation members, Parks Edge 
Preschool families, and our new neighborhood friends for their 

generosity. A van full of food will be delivered to each:             
St. Martin of Tours Food Pantry, Muskego Food Pantry, and 

New Berlin Food Pantry next week. Thank you Rick Barnhart for 
helping get the word out about our food drive!  And a big shout 
out to Nancy and Jeff Zaborowski, Karin Mcelrone, Peggy Berg, 

Pastor Bill, and the Parks Edge crew for all your help.  
 Jayne Larson 

*Thank you to Jayne who helped organize the food drive, 
called the food pantries and dropped off all of our               

donations!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
I wanted to let everyone know that 

I have been stopping in the church 

office a few days each week to 

check the mail, deposit any giving 

and handle all other church needs.  

If you have any questions or     

concerns, please feel free to email 

or call the office and I will be get 

back to you as soon as possible.   

 

 
Thank you!  

 

Karin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sincerest gratitude for your continued giving sent by mail or 
given online during these difficult times. Though we do not 
know what the coming days and weeks may hold, we do know 
that your support has kept the church serving God in the face of 
this pandemic. We look forward to seeing everyone together in 
worship and know that our church family will stay strong. 

God Bless,     

Board of Trustee's, Rev. Bill & Karin  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

As we think about how we can best follow Jesus, taking care of the most vulnerable among us, we came 
across a simple guide that was posted by “Oh Happy Dani” on Facebook.   

 

“The time for action is now, and we have no time to waste! Let’s talk about allyship during a crisis  

(and beyond!) 
 

PICK A CAUSE. You’re more likely to be effective (and follow through with action) when you’re focused 
on one cause! Examples include: poverty, homelessness, immigrants + refugees, the Indigenous,      

frontline, the incarcerated, etc. etc. ⠀⠀ 
 

UNPACK & LEARN. Become aware of the most urgent needs and comb through as much information as 
possible. The more you know, the more helpful you’ll be. 
 

THINK LOCAL. Chances are, the organizations on the ground are more aware and knowledgeable of 

what’s high-priority. Before you act, listen and follow their lead so you can maximize your impact within 

your direct sphere of influence. 
 

TAKE ACTION. It’s time to pull-up! Assess your resources and take targeted, direct action that will lead 

to relief. Whether this means buying groceries for someone, donating computers to programs, or    

spreading the word about the cause - something must be done!” Many of us are staying close to home;    
If we have the resources, taking action can be sending a check to an organization(s) providing relief for 
vulnerable folks. 
 

“REPEAT! The work continues, and you’re needed for the long-haul.” 

 

COVID-19, "SAFER AT HOME" AND  

EMANUEL WORSHIP UPDATE 
 

 

Friends and Members of Emanuel, please be aware as Wisconsin moves into a regionally coordinated 

response to COVID 19, Emanuel church continues as we have from the beginning of this virus, to follow 

guidelines from the Hales Corners Health Department, Wisconsin Council of Churches, and WI          

Conference United Church of Christ, all of which suggest churches continue to do worship online with no 

more than 10 people meeting together in person, with social distancing, hand washing/sanitizing, and 

masks recommended. Remember the building may be closed but the church is VERY much open and 

we are in ministry and mission.  Congregational leaders are in the early stages of a discussion develop 

training, practices, and strategies about how we might be able to open the church to some degree, when 

guidelines from these three organizations are relaxed.   

Thank you for your support of Emanuel!!  Thank you for your support of the Online worship!   

Thank you so much for your prayers for Park's Edge Administrators, staff, families and children.   
 

Peace,  

Rev. William Utke 

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING GROUP 



 

 

Interfaith Prayers 
 

United Church of Christ, Southeast Wisconsin Association 

Dear God of life and love; as we journey through this season of fear and uncertainty, give us the grace 
and courage to make the changes that are needed in our lives, and in so doing, may we be open to your 
leading. Keep us mindful that you are with us in every moment, offering us the strength and creativity to 
choose what is right. We ask these things in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

African Methodist Episcopal Church, Milwaukee District 

Our Father, during your Son’s ministry on earth He showed His power and care by healing people of all 
ages and stages in life. He healed people from physical, mental and spiritual ailments. Father, we ask 
that You be present now to your people who need Your loving, healing touch. May we feel Your power 
and healing through the care of doctors, nurses, first responders and our government. Father we ask 
that You take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation as we face these challenges of the         
pandemic. Bless your people is our prayer. In the strong name of Jesus, we offer it. Amen 
 

Jewish Community Relations Council/Milwaukee Jewish Federation/Wisconsin Council of Rabbis 

May it be your will Hashem Our God and God of our Fathers that you should have abundant mercy upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth and shield them from all harsh and evil decrees that are arising and     
coming upon the world. And save us from all affliction, plague, sickness and disease. And all those who 
are sick, who have been infected by the disease, heal them with a complete healing. Yours, Hashem, are 
the greatness and the might, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens 
and on the earth is Yours; Yours is the Kingdom and you are He Who is exalted over everything as the 
leader. And in Your hand is the life of every living thing and the power and might to make great and 
strengthen and heal every downtrodden individual, every oppressed soul. Nothing is too wondrous for 
you! Therefore, may it be your will, the Almighty, trustworthy, compassionate father, who heals all of the 
illnesses of his people. You, the trustworthy Healer, send cure and healing and arise with abundant   
compassion, mercy and caring for all of those who are sick, that have been infected with this illness. 
 

Religious Society of Friends, The Milwaukee Meeting 

Silence 
 

Buddhist Peace Fellowship, Milwaukee-  Reflection on Strength in Community 

Difficult times can be an opportunity to remember our natural connection with each other and all of life. 
May we take a deep breath and collect the mind in gratitude and compassion. May we be present with 
those who find themselves in distress and fear, and may our lives be filled with kindness and joy. 
May it be so. 
 

Prayer of Dr. Farha Abbasi, a Muslim Scholar teaching at a U.S. University 

May our despair be never too dark as not to see the light of your love. May we never reach a point of 
loneliness as not to feel your presence. May we never give up on your most precious gift of life and    
remain steadfast in our faith. Amen! 
 

Sikh Community/Sikh Religious Society of Wisconsin/Sikh Temple of Wisconsin 

Dear Lord, you are our master and to you we offer our prayer. This body and soul are all your property. 
You are our mother and father; we are your children. In your grace, there are so many joys, no one 
knows your limit. Dear Lord, please bless us with your kindness and protect your creation. Please God 
show us your mercy. Whole creation is strung on your thread. When you are on our side, we do not have 
to worry about anything. Please bless your creation with peace and give us courage to face this unbear-
able tragedy due to COVID-19. There is none other than you who can take away our fear and anxiety. 
Our heart goes out to families who have lost their loved ones and are going through difficult times. At 
end of our daily prayers, we say, Nanak Naam Chardi Kala Tere Bane Sarbat Da Bhalla, “In God’s Name, 
We Pray for the Peace and Prosperity of All Man-Kind.” 
 

Continued …. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SUMMER CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,   
Summer Choir for the month of June has been cancelled.   

 

INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 
With summer upon us, we would love to have some special music to enhance and enrich our summer 
worship services.  So…if you would like to play an instrument and share your talent to the glory of God, 
please talk to Mark; he has a sign-up sheet available.  Young people are especially encouraged!  All are 
welcome to play!  All Sundays from June through Labor Day Weekend are open.  
 

THANK YOU 
Although our music season was shortened this year by the Covid-19 virus pandemic, I want to express 
my sincere thanks to all singers, instrumentalists, hand bell ringers and director Beth Ciche who made 
this another great “year” of music at Emanuel!  Thank you for sharing your talent! 
 

QUESTIONS…  
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions regarding Emanuel's music program!   
 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 
Home:  414.272.2230            
Work/Cell/Mobile:  414.336.2507 
E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

I BELIEVE I NEED A SHEPHERD   
 

by the Bruce Prewer, Australian pastor, and author (Spoken in Unison during worship) 
 

I believe I need a shepherd. 

Because I am sometimes timid and other times overconfident, 

because I often don’t know the best path yet pretend I do, 

because I rush into dead ends or lead others into hazardous places, 

because my brightest ideas are seamed with self interests, 

because the things I crave may not be what is good for me,  

I need a shepherd. 
 
 

I believe in Jesus, the best possible shepherd; 
his wisdom leads me to the best of opportunities, 

his word comforts me when I’m anxious or afraid, 

his arm steadies me when I feel weary and heavy-laden, 

his wounded body displays the cost of my rescue, 

I believe in Jesus, the best possible shepherd. 
 

I believe that I do not find him but he finds me, 

that I am under his care by virtue of sheer grace, 

the love he gives me is to be shared with others, 

that he treasures my name and prepares a place for me, 

that his fold transfixes earth and heaven. 

I trust Jesus, the good shepherd. 



 

 

 

PASTOR & STAFF 

 

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 


