
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
    A few weeks ago we shared some prayers you can use at night time to help you prepare for a good night’s rest with 
God’s loving presence watching over you.  Today we offer some prayers for those of us who may find it hard to get out of 
bed in the morning.  I hope you enjoy, these Prayers to help you start your day. 
A Prayer for the Morning 
Dear God, You have brought me to the beginning of a new day. As the world is renewed fresh and clean, so I ask 
You to renew my heart with Your strength and purpose. Forgive me the errors of yesterday and bless me to walk 
closer in Your way today. This is the day I begin my life anew; shine through me so that every person I meet may 
feel Your presence in me. Take my hand, precious Lord for I cannot make it by myself. Amen. 
A Prayer for Strength 
Dear God, this morning, I pray that You give me strength today, to be strong for You in this world full of challenges. 
You know that there are struggles that I will go through today.  You know there are times it is hard to be compas-
sionate. I pray that You be with me as I go through this day. Carry me if I become too weak. Amen. 
A Prayer for Guidance 
Dear God, I don’t know who or what will cross my path today. But I do know that You are my rock and my fortress. 
You are my shield and my strong tower. Help me to anchor myself to You today. Teach me how to remain strong in 
You and choose only Your way today. Help me walk by Your truth and not my feelings. Help me to embrace         
anything that comes my way as an opportunity to see You at work and as opportunity to life myself, and others to 
You. Amen. 
A Prayer for Gratitude 
Dear God, I thank you for waking me up today. You have given me another sunrise to enjoy. Thank you for the   
wonderful sounds of nature and the breeze brushing through the trees making the birds sing beautiful melodies.       
I praise You, Holy God, for allowing me to live another beautiful day in your loving presence. Amen. 
A Prayer for Family 
Dear God, thank you for the gift of family and friends. Holding them in my heart is one of the most precious things I 
can never get tired of.  Remembering special times helps me experience joy. Bless everyone, for they deserve all 
the goodness You have given to me. If I may do something wrong today, please forgive me. Amen. 
A Prayer for Opportunity 

Dear God, I pray today that I will yield my spirit completely to You, that You may use me as You please. I pray that 

You will provide me opportunities to show people how much You mean to me. Give me discretion to know what to 

say and how to say it. Make me bold enough that I may proclaim salvation cheerfully and joyfully. I pray that the 

seeds You allow me to plant will grow and mature. I am forever grateful for your undying love; may I proclaim it in a 

contagious way today. Amen. 

A Prayer for Contentment 
Dear God, I pray that I will stay focused on You today. I pray that You will constantly remind me to be content in all 
of my circumstances. I pray that You will fill me up that I may be joyful all day, even if stress creeps in. I know that 
through my contentment, You will be glorified. I want to honor You, Great God, in all that I do. Amen. 
 
Lesli White is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth with a Bachelor’s degree in Mass Communications and a     
concentration in print and online journalism. In college, she took a number of religious studies courses and          
harnessed her talent for storytelling. White has a rich faith background. Her father, a Lutheran pastor and life coach 
was a big influence in her faith life, helping her to see the value of sharing the message of Christ with others. She 
has served in the church from an early age. Some of these roles include assisting ministry, mutual ministry, worship 
and music ministry and church council.    
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Dear Emanuel Church Members:  
Can August really be here already?  I am delighted to report many of 
the Park’s Edge Preschool families returned to Park’s Edge Preschool 
for summer rather than going on summer vacation this year☺ PEP is 
their safe and secure ‘home away from home’…especially during      
turbulent times like these!  
We appreciate our Park’s Edge Preschool families for supporting us 
through the ‘stay at home’ COVID-19 mandate by paying 20% tuition, as they continued to stay ‘safer at home’.  
Many of our families that were at Park’s Edge Preschool during the mandate are essential workers.  PEP has 
the privilege to serve a wide-range of medical workers and police officers who put their lives on the line for 
their families and society during the deadly pandemic.  As you know, child-care is an essential part of the      
infrastructure that supports our society. 
Park’s Edge Preschool made the news on Sunday, June 28th, Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel announced ‘Top 
Choice Award’ Winners.  Park’s Edge Preschool was announced the ‘winner’ of the ‘Best Daycare Facility’!  
Thank you to all that voted.  We recognized each of our PEP staff members with $25.00 Scrip gift cards of their 
choice purchased through Emanuel Church.  PEP staff are essential workers…they are the vitality of Park’s 
Edge Preschool.  The PEP children/families are the true winning recipients of Park’s Edge Preschool winning 

this valued award☺ 
Here is some more ‘good news’ at PEP… I reported to you in last month’s ECHO that Park’s Edge Preschool 
received State of Emergency Funding through DCF to pay ‘incentive pay’ to staff for the first period March to 
April.  I am happy to report that PEP received Department of Children and Families Emergency Funding        
Incentive Pay for the following two periods designated from April to May; and May to June.  PEP staff that 
worked during the ‘stay at home’ mandate in caring for essential workers children during the health care crisis 
will receive the incentive pay awarded.  The emergency incentive pay is correlated with the specific hours 
each employee worked during the pandemic mandate. Park’s Edge Preschool staff takes their responsibility 
seriously in continual service to the public with consistent 5-star quality rated child-care.  It is an honor to serve 
with such a dedicated group of teachers/serving leaders…they are humble heroes!   
To mask or not to mask at Park’s Edge Preschool…presently we have asked parents, vendors and visitors to 
mask.  However, it is difficult to mask early childhood teaching staff that is building trust and confidence with 
infants and toddlers with the universal language of ‘the smile’.  Teaching staff use facial expressions to direct 
behavior; develop trust and security; teach language to early childhood children; and spend 90 minutes a day 
outdoors.  PEP recently mandated all parents wear a mask, but we failed to recognize and support those that 
cannot for the following reasons: Due to medical condition, mental health condition, developmental disability, 
or otherwise covered under the American Disabilities Act; Persons with upper respiratory chronic conditions, 
silent or invisible disabilities; Persons in settings where it is not practical or feasible to wear mask coverings 
when obtaining or rendering goods or services to the extent necessary to obtain or render such goods or     
services including but not limited to the receipt of dental services or medical treatments or consuming food or 
beverages; Whenever federal, state, or local law otherwise prohibit wearing a face mask or where it is          
necessary to evaluate or verify an individual’s identity; persons whose religious beliefs prevent them from 
wearing a face covering.   We are open and affirming to mask and/or not and want to support all families who 
enter Park’s Edge Preschool.  This fluid situation may be mandated, but consideration is heeded at this        
controversial time. 
‘Sweet’ summer at PEP…Thursday is the day to be at PEP during the summer…‘Granny’s Treats’ returns to 
PEP every Thursday in summer with ice cream for everyone over 1-years-old.  Granny’s Treats has been   
serving ice cream to PEP’s children since 2008.  If you live in Franklin, you may have sighted the ice cream 
truck.  Speaking of ‘cool’ treats…Pastor Bill blessed the children’s bikes on Thursday, July 2nd.  PEP children, 
preschool and up, brought their wheeled toys to be blessed for a life-time of safe travels and adventure.   
Thank you Pastor Bill…you are essential to PEPJ   
Usually summer starts right after PEP’s Preschool Graduation…but everything has changed in 2020 including 
PEP’s Preschool Graduation now scheduled for the closing of summer.  Thursday, August 13th at 7pm is one of 
the few, milestone events to be held this year.  Park’s Edge Preschool’s children entering 5-year-old            
kindergarten in fall will symbolically cross over the bridge from preschool to elementary school.  Please pray 
for these children/families that school is ‘open’ this September and they are able to safely attend school and 
stay healthy!  Thank you. 
 

Sincerely,   
Ellen M. Kvalheim, Director 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SUMMER CHOIR 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation and the possibility of spreading the virus through singing,      

Summer Choir for the month of August has been cancelled. 

   

INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED! 

With summer upon us, we would love to have some special music to enhance and enrich our summer 

worship services!  So…if you would like to play an instrument and share your talent to the glory of God, 

please talk to Mark; he has a sign-up sheet available.  Young people are especially encouraged!  All are 

welcome to play!  All Sundays through Labor Day Weekend are open. 

 

QUESTIONS…  

Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions 

regarding Emanuel's music program!   

 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

Home:  414.272.2230            

Work/Cell/Mobile:  414.336.2507 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

at Park’s Edge  

Preschool 

“Granny’s Treats” Ice Cream Returns 

to Park’s Edge Preschool! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Emanuel friends, 

The Executive Council, 
along with Pastor Bill,       
approved the  Return to 
Worship document included in this newsletter which began on Sunday, 
July 12.  There are also copies available at the entrance to the          
sanctuary. We believe that we can safely return to worship if everyone 
follows the guidelines!  
 

If you feel you are not able to attend in person  worship following these        
guidelines, we invite you to continue your worship on line.  Whatever 
your decision, please continue to hold the Emanuel family in your   
prayers. 
 
 
 

 

IN-PERSON SERVICE UPDATE 

I hope you have all been enjoying this beautiful sunny but hot       
weather!!  Let's remember this weather in 6 months when we are   
freezing!! 

I thought you might be interested in an update of our in person        
worship.  We started the in person worship on July 12, so we have had 
2 services.  The first service was a little hot in the sanctuary but we 
have learned how to better cool it down, so the 2nd service was much 
cooler!!  We have not met our maximum amount of people yet, but 
hopefully we will soon.  In both services, we have had visitors, so that is 
very encouraging. 

The entry and sanctuary are set up very well for social distancing.  The 
pews are marked with colors. Red means you should not sit in that 
pew.  Green means that you can sit on the   ends of the pew and      
Yellow means that you should sit in the middle of the pew.  With that 
arrangement, we maintain well over the recommended social            
distance.  All people entering have been   wearing masks, so that is 
wonderful!  Pastor Bill has even been teaching some sign language so 
that is how we pass the peace to each other.  The  service lasts for 
about a half an hour. 

Some comments from the people who have attended, are: 

• Didn't really know what to expect, but I liked it! 
• Was so nice to be able to pray together! 
• Was nice to hear the organ again in person! 
• Hope we can continue this! 
• Was a little hot! 
 

The Executive Council will review the in person worship again in       
August and of course, we are continuing to monitor the information 
from the Health Department. 

We would love for you to join us on Sunday morning, but understand if 
you still feel more comfortable with the virtual worship. 

Please call or email Karin each week if you would like your name on the 
list for Sunday morning.   
 
 

Nancy Zaborowski  
Congregation President  

8/2 Jeff Gresl 

8/3 Brad Rosenbaum 

8/3 Madeline Schmidt 

8/4 Lauretta Huston 

8/4 Paul Keeku 

8/6 Karin McElrone 

8/8 Anita Hermann 

8/9 Sandra Schmitz 

8/14 Jodi Szklarski 

8/16 Guenter Ehrlich 

8/16 Beth Meyer  

8/16 Kevin Schmidt 

8/16 Mark Bomberg 

8/18 Erma Politoski  

8/18 Rev. Bill Utke  

8/18 Antonio Corchado  

8/19 Nora Hayden 

8/20 Brady Rossbach 

8/21 Elsa Maurer 

8/21 John Kaye  

8/22 Allison DeMuro 

8/24 Althea Bartelt 

8/24 Marcia Goecks  

8/24 Tami Sucevic 

8/25 Beth Ciche 

8/25 Britney Pikus 

8/26 Matthew Baldwin 

8/27 Steve Breutzmann 

8/30 Shelby Keeku  



 

 

 

 

Voting/Contacting Elected Officials.  “Voting is one way to give voice to the change 

we want to see in the world, a world that cries out for healing” – the national officers 

of the United Church of Christ.  Please remember that COVID19 has NOT gone 

away; we highly recommend every registered voter requests an absentee ballot(s).  

With the August 11 primary right around the corner, we urge you to  request your 

ballot if you have not already done so.   

It is very easy to do so on the https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/ website, which also has links to: “My Voter 

Info”, “Find My Polling Place”, “What’s On My Ballot”, “Update My Name or   Address”, and “Register To 

Vote”.   For those of us uncertain as to who are our elected officials, the “My Vote Info” section has a link 

to a list of all of your elected officials.  Do not hesitate to contact your elected officials on any issue of  

importance to you.  They represent you and need to know your concerns.   

 

Recommended Reading and Anti-Racism Resources.   

In addition to books listed in earlier editions of “The Echo”, may we suggest:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of us have found that reading books like these helps us to do the internal work of understanding 

why and what changes are needed in our world.   Additional resources are available through the UCC 

website (www.ucc.org), the Wisconsin Council of Churches website (www.wichurches.org) and, for 

those of you on Facebook, webinars and Facebook live events are numerous.   

 

Stamped from the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi 

 

 

The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James Cone 

 

 

Homegoing a novel by Yaa Gyasi 

 

EMANUEL SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING GROUP 

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
http://www.ucc.org
http://www.wichurches.org


 

 

Return to Worship Plan 

Emanuel Church, United Church of Christ 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed much of what we understood of the word, “normal.” This has surely 
extended to our practice of worship as a community of faith. Over the past three months while we have been absent 
in the physical space of our church building, we’ve been connected virtually with online services so wonderfully 
facilitated by Rev. Bill Utke, Rev. Ann Utke and Music Director Mark Breutzmann, with the strong administrative 
support of Office Manager Karin McElrone. These leaders of the church had to adapt almost immediately to a  
completely foreign style of worship, and we are incredibly grateful for their efforts during these challenging times. 

As communities, businesses and churches begin to open, we are eager to return to worship with each other 
in our beloved church building. Below are guidelines to help us worship together while maintaining safe social  
distancing and following CDC recommended sanitization guidelines.  

As we begin to welcome you back to worship, please be aware the services will be about 30 minutes in 
length.  We encourage any worshipper who does not feel safe to continue to worship online, and through the 
audio recording uploaded each Monday.   

Additionally, if you feel that you cannot follow the guidelines as set forth, we encourage you to continue to 
worship with us online. The weekly worship service will be held at 9:30am   
 

THINGS TO KNOW PRIOR TO SUNDAY SERVICE: 

• No nursery services will be available. 

• No Children’s Time or Sunday School in person. 

• No gathering in the Narthex prior to or after service. 

• All worshippers are required to wear a mask.  We have some masks available if you need one.          

      When you mask, it allows someone else to feel safer attending. 

• All worshippers are asked to thoroughly wash their hands at home prior to coming to church. 

• All worshippers are asked to use the restroom at home. There will be unrestricted access to the  

      restrooms, but you are asked to maintain safe social distancing. 

• Bottles of hand sanitizer will be placed at each entrance.   

• No bulletins will be distributed - we will begin by sharing the service only on the Screen but are open to 
adding bulletins if they are needed. 

• We will limit attendance to 45 people, please sign up by Thursday noon the week before using email or 
calling the church office.   

• The Sign up will provide information for contact tracers should it be needed. 

• We ask that you email announcements to the church office by Thursday noon.  They may also be handed 
to the Usher Sunday Morning who will give them to the Pastor to make all announcements. 

• Seat cushions will be removed from the sanctuary.   

 

ARRIVING AT CHURCH AND SEATING: 

• Pews will be marked green, yellow and red.  At green pews households may sit on the ends of the 

pew.  At yellow pews, households may sit in the center of the pew, red pews are restricted.  Please     

maintain social distancing minimum of 6 feet at all times! 
 

• Only families and persons who live in the same dwelling will be allowed to sit together.  Friends and   
family who do not live in the same dwelling are asked to sit separately. 

 

• If you are in the at-risk population, (those over age 60 and individuals with chronic health issues or   
compromised immune systems) and decide to attend, you are asked and strongly encouraged to arrive   
at church and be seated by 9:10am. 



 

 

 
 

• The at-risk population are asked to use the southwest door nearest the elevator to enter and exit the 
building. Please use safe social distancing when entering the building. If you see someone entering,      
remain outside until they have entered the church. Doors will be propped open as they can and an usher 
will be monitoring the entrance from a safe distance. 

 

• The at-risk population are asked to be seated on the southwest (right-hand as you face the altar) side of 
the church. Please sit on the ends of the green marked pews and in the middle of the yellow marked 
pews.  

 

• The less at-risk population (59 years and younger and individuals without chronic health issues or    
compromised immune systems) are asked to enter through the main door by the preschool front desk. 
Doors will be propped open as they can and an usher will be monitoring the entrance from a safe        
distance. 

 

• The less-at-risk population are asked to arrive between 9:10am-9:25am to allow the at-risk population  
to arrive and be seated by 9:10am. 

 
DURING THE SERVICE: 

• Those who are feeling sick, unwell, or show any symptoms of COVID-19 must not enter the building. 
Those who begin to feel sick, unwell or experience any symptoms of COVID-19 must leave the building 
immediately. 

 

• There will be no passing of the peace or greeting the pastor before or after worship. 
 

• There will be no choir nor singing by anyone other than possibly a soloist. 
 

• Collection plates will be located at each of the entry doors to the Sanctuary.  Please place your offering 
in the plate prior to or after service or you are encouraged to utilize the on-line giving options. 

 
AFTER SERVICE: 

• There will be no time of fellowship following service. Pews will be dismissed one at a time starting in the 
rear by an usher following the postlude. Please exit through the same door you entered. If there was 
someone you wanted to speak with following service, please do so outside away from other people’s      
vehicles, or give them a call. 

 
OTHER INFORMATION: 

• The church building, including all touch points will be sanitized prior to and after worship. This          
includes, but is not limited to door handles, pews, all bathroom fixtures etc. 

 

• If needed the Air Conditioning will be turned on hours before worship and turned off before worship 
begins to prevent blowing germs around the sanctuary. 

 

• The church leadership has assembled a Return to Worship Coordinator and a team of volunteers. They 
will be working with ushers and other volunteers to ensure the safest possible return to worship at 
Emanuel. 

 

• Worship, devotions and other Spiritual resources will continue to be shared on YouTube for those who 
want to participate that way.  

 

This return to worship plan was developed using the guidelines from the CDC and was reviewed by the 

Hales Corners Health Department.  We trust everyone will follow these guidelines for the safety of all of our 

worshipers.   
 

We are grateful for your cooperation as we begin to resume worship services in person. We are hopeful and 

prayerful that this pandemic ends soon, allowing God’s children to celebrate with a loud and joyful song again, 

but, until then and forevermore, we’ll give thanks for God’s guidance and protection during these uncertain times.  

 



 

 

 

PASTOR & STAFF 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

Music Director Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Office Manager Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

  

EMANUEL CHURCH, HALES CORNERS           
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

   All Are Welcome | Open & Affirming  

10627 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

414.425.1515  
www.emanuel-ucc.org 


