
 

 

     NOVEMBER 2017 ECHO NEWSLETTER 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

I read the story of a family’s thanksgiving meal.  “Instead of the usual prayer by Dad and then plowing into the food, 
one of the daughters suggested the family go around the table and allow each person to name something, or someone 
for which they are thankful.  As they went around the table the typical things were named; food, shelter, family, 
faith, friends etc.  But one youngster misunderstood the instructions and when it was her turn, she went around the 
table and named something she was thankful for about each family member at the table.” 
 

You can imagine the discomfort.  Many of us are challenged by an inability to accept gratitude.  We shy away, we 
downplay, we ignore, we even deny.   
 

In a blog on Gratitude the author writes, “To discover why gratitude is so hard to accept, it may be useful to consider 
the less meaningful side of appreciation.  Many of us are prone to simple expressions of appreciation on a daily 
basis.  This perfunctory appreciation reflects politeness, but not sincere thanks.  We frequently express appreciation 
for the simple things done right.  In essence, we are following etiquette and expressing simple appreciation for a 
simple action. 
 

When someone offers heartfelt gratitude, they are, in a sense, offering something much more substantial.  Heartfelt 
gratitude comes from a place of having experienced or received something more than expected.  The grateful 
person’s own personal perspective entirely determines their evaluation of “more.”  When the giver of gratitude has 
determined that he or she has benefitted in some way beyond what was anticipated, the person reciprocates by the 
most available means– an expression of gratitude and a gift of his or her feelings. 
 

Compassionate responses to heartfelt gratitude must acknowledge the giver’s intention by recognizing her or his 
perspective.  Even something simple for us, something we would do for anyone, could in fact be significant to 
someone else.  By acknowledging that the experience was important, we can recognize the authenticity of the 
gratitude expressed.  One especially powerful phrase is, “Thank you. That means the world to me.” 
 

The beauty of responding to gratitude in a meaningful way is that it doesn’t shut down a conversation, but rather 
opens it up for a more meaningful exchange.”   
 

I wonder how our growing healthier habits on accepting thanks, might help us grow even healthier habits on offering 
thanks to others, and to God! 

 
Ask and Act 

 How do you respond when someone expresses gratitude to you? 

 How might that make the other person feel? 

 What might be a better response? 

  

Peace,  
 

Rev. William Utke 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Emanuel Church Members: 

 What a month October has been!  Park’s Edge Preschool kicked off October by hosting a workshop for the 

Wisconsin Child Care Administrator’s Association.  The guest speaker was Anne Carmody, the head of the licensing 

department for early childhood.  We had over 75 directors from the southeastern region of Wisconsin in attendance to 

share health and safety concerns for young children.  

October is fire safety month.  Thursday, October 19th the children had a visit from the Hales Corners Fire   

Department.  Their mission is to teach the children about fire safety and prevention.  PEP children not only are  

taught about fire safety but meet our helping friend ‘the fireman’.  Many children are afraid of firemen in a real  

emergency because firemen ‘look and sound’ scary with all their equipment on.   The children are introduced to a 

fireman wearing his full gear, with the mask on too.  The fireman is our helper-friend and not so scary anymore! 

Harvest month celebrations at PEP:                                                                                                                                  

Children ages 4 and up will visit a pumpkin farm on Monday, October 23.  The Hales Corners Care Center is     

opening their doors to us on Friday, October 27 for trick-or-treat fun for costumed preschoolers.  To further celebrate 

the    festive harvest season PEP’s Family Harvest Fest is Thursday, October 26.  The family celebration for all ages 

starts off with chili and cornbread.  A costume parade, scavenger hunt and magical entertainment by Mr. Rick Allen 

will round out the evening.  You and your goblins are welcome to join us that evening from 5:30 to 7pm.  Wrapping 

up the month on Halloween, Tuesday, October 31st the children will have a costume parade at 10am.  You’re        

welcome to join us!   

The Crop Walk gave an added incentive for PEP staff to recruit our families to contribute food to the hunger 

task force.  The food collection boxes were filled to the brim! We are looking forward to next year’s Crop Walk.  

Thanks for including us this year.  Food is love… 

It’s that time of year already for the ‘Frazzled Family Dinner’ sponsored by the ‘Good News Group’ of 

Emanuel Church.  Who isn’t frazzled at this time of year?  In this hectic, fast-paced world, it’s always appreciated   

to go home to a home-cooked meal with loved ones.  Please be sure to pick-up your chicken-pot-pie-dinner-to-go    

on Wednesday, November 15th between 4 and 6pm.  The dinner will include a family prayer and conversation card.    

The goal of the Frazzled Family Dinner is to support families to time and conversation at a ‘family dinner’…almost 

forgotten in today’s society.  Be sure to R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, November 8th at the PEP office desk.  Thank you!  

 Did you know that PEP staff must meet 25 hours of in-service training annually?  This past year our staff   

took turns monthly teaming up to introduce us to a variety of topics.  This past month we were treated to a discussion 

about Math, Science and Sensory.  This is a great time of year to be outdoors discovering nature and Math, Science 

and Sensory!  Take some time to experience it for yourself! 

 PEP is closed the Thanksgiving holiday weekend but we’ll be here.  We are teaming up during the holiday    

to improve our preschool classrooms on the lower level by adding cubby units.  Each unit will hold five individual 

cubbies for the preschool children’s belongings.  We have campaigned throughout the year to meet our goal and   

now fifteen units will soon be delivered!  Here’s my Thanksgiving prayer this year, ‘Thank you God for everything!’ 

 

Happy Thanksgiving,  

Ellen M. Kvalheim, 

Park’s Edge Preschool Director   



 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 

    We will meet in class on Sunday November 12th, from 11am – 12:30pm.  Please cover 

Part 3 of your reading assignment and come prepared to participate.  Also, be sure to check 

with Lisa that you are signed up for the Retreat November 17-19.  Continue to complete 

your worship response forms. We will need chaperones and drivers for the retreat so we are 

asking for at least one male parent, and one female parent to attend with Lisa, preferably 

from separate families.  All costs are paid by the church for adults and youth  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU! 

  The SEA Mission Team would like to take a moment to thank you and      
everyone at Emanuel Hales Corners for your continued support of our UCC 
ONA Booth at Pridefest Milwaukee. We hope that you will share this thank 
you with the Good News Team. 
 

Thanks to your generous sponsorship of $200, along with sponsorships from 9 
other SEA UCC ONA Congregations, and 16 volunteers, including 7 from 

Emanuel, we were able to staff our booth for all 3 days of Pridefest Milwaukee. We handed out UCC rainbow book-
marks, rainbow comma stickers and temporary tattoos,   and round rainbow stickers with “God’s Beloved and wel-
come in the United Church of Christ” to over 500 people who visited our booth. We also provided business cards 
with a link to all of the UCC ONA congregations in WI  and throughout the US. and were able to raffle several 
UCC “It’s Just Love” mugs and t-shirts along with 2 gift  baskets provided by the Cup of Life women’s group at 
Trinity UCC, Brookfield.  
Thank you for living out your ONA convent by making this outreach possible. 
 

With UCC ONA Pride, 

Christine Wilke and the entire SEA Mission Team  

WINDING DOWN OUR FAIR TRADE PROJECT.  

Many thanks to the congregation for supporting the monthly fair trade sales.  We are 
pleased that since the   project started, fair trade products have become readily available 

in our retail grocery stores as well as in specialty shops.  Mission committee will be              
discontinuing our monthly sales but will continue to have occasional special events.    For 

the present, we will provide fair trade catalogs in the gathering space so people may    
order their favorite fair trade products individually.   Over the next few weeks, we will   
be offering  remaining stock at reduced prices or for free will offerings.  Please contact 

Carol Sprague or Jayne Larson or additional information.   

 

  UPCOMING DATES :     SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR 

November 5th, 12th & 19th Sunday School Advent Ornament Making 

November 19th Christmas Pageant will be introduced in Sunday School 

November 26th Christmas Pageant Practice during Sunday School 

December 3rd Christmas Pageant Practice during Sunday School 

December 10th Emanuel Church Children’s Christmas Pageant 



 

 

SCRIP FUNDRAISING  
MOVING FORWARD 

Emanuel has had such success with our Scrip Fundraising that we have decided to move forward in Program.    
We will now offer the Reload program. This program will allow you to Reload your existing Scrip Gift Cards after 

you log on to ShopWithScrip® and set up your account using our Enrollment Code for Emanuel Church.  The 4 
simple steps are listed below and you can receive the enrollment code from the Scrip coordinator on Sunday after 
Worship.  When the payment is received in the church office the funds for the Gift Card will be available on the 

following business day.  Copies of the instructions for this program are available at the church office or Scrip    
table on Sunday. 

 

 
 

If you would prefer to eliminate bringing payment to the church office, you can use the Scrip Prestopay™    
This program offers direct payment from your bank account securely while still allowing Emanuel to receive the 
rebate on your order.  The instructions for this program are also listed below and can be picked up in the church 

office or at the Scrip table after Worship.  This program DOES involve a $0.15 service fee with each order.  
 



 

 

It’s That Time Again 

Frazzled Families Dinner 

Wednesday, November 15th 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Enjoy a family dinner on us - take some time to be together and be thankful for 
all of life’s blessings. 

 

This year’s menu: Chicken Pot Pie, biscuits, apples and cookies 
 

You must sign-up by November 8th so we can finalize our plans and have     
everything ready for you.  Please see Ellen for the sign-up sheet. 

 

If you would like to donate money to help defray the costs of this event, or to 
help prepare the food, please contact Bonnie Gleesing 

 

 
Sponsored by the Good News Committee of Emanuel Church, Hales Corners 

NOVEMBER FELLOWSHIP HOUR 2017  

Dennis & Beth Ciche    

Marie Hoven & Jeff Johnson    

Tricia Trexell    

Jennifer Charpentier    

Anita Hermann 414.427.3760  

Laretta Huston  262.679.3826  

Mary Ann Imholte  414-427-8815  

Bev Jager 262-347-0544  

Lynn Jensen  414.763.4195  

Nate & Erin Johnson 414.427.8009  

Jacoba Johnson 414.349.4710  

Dean & Missy Kalisnig 414.422.0403  

Clinton Karstaedt  414.550-5986  

Paul and  Jody Keeku 262.878.3060  

The Welcome Desk will be staffed by designated members. This will no    

longer be part of the responsibility of the Elder lead for Fellowship.   

Please also ask those who host each Sunday to sign up on the sheet Karin   

provides on bulletin board.  Thank you.   

Note: Please try to encourage treats made without nuts as we   

have several children in our congregation with severe nut allergies 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inter-generationally Speaking 

 For those of you who could participate in the Paint Night on Saturday, September 23rd    

under the tutelage of Chad Abramowski, I suspect you were as delighted as I was. I don’t think 

of myself as a very good painter. I tend to like and be more skilled at other artsy things like 

making jewelry, cooking, and gardening, but I must say, I was pleased with the result of what I 

was able to create because of Chad’s teaching style and ease. From the looks of everyone’s   

paintings, you, too, are pleased with the final product. As I was looking around the room that 

evening, I was pleased to see all the family generations that gathered; we had whole families, 

and even three generations of a family. 

 This was certainly not the first time several generation groups have gotten together and 

had so much fun; that is what family is all about. When we share common experiences, we   

begin to solidify a unique bond. That often happens without really noticing and soon we         

become more in tune with one another. This is what Jesus was doing with his disciples. He 

brought together twelve individuals, a couple who already knew each other, but most who did 

not, and he created opportunities for them to share common experiences, unifying them with a 

unique bond. We have many opportunities to embrace inter-generationally here at Emanuel 

Church. You have  likely already begun to see some of our students in the confirmation class 

participating in our worship services. Recognize them, encourage them in their participation  

and service – it’s one way we strengthen the church – not just Emanuel Church but the church 

universal. We have been called to proclaim the Good News Jesus taught and sometimes doing 

that takes the form  of mentoring our youth in our faith traditions so that they become solid in 

their own faith.  

 I encourage all of you to really look for ways you can invite a young person to join you    

in an area you serve. Maybe it is helping to pass out food at the Frazzled Family Dinner on         

November 15th, or letting them stand with you while you are a Greeter at the Welcome Table – 

they could pass out the worship busy bags to the children that come to church. The list is      

endless but it does take some effort on our parts to make this happen. We will all reap the     

benefits when we do.                

 

Grace and Peace be with you all,  

Rev. Lisa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 
 

The Senior Choir sings on Sundays, November 5, 19, and 26 at 9:30am (rehearsals at 8:45am) and for the         
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service held at Whitnall Park Lutheran Church, on Wednesday, November 22 at 
7:00pm (rehearsal at 6:30pm).  Regular Wednesday evening rehearsals are on November 1, 8, 15, and 29 at 
7:00pm. 

 

YOUTH CHOIR 
 

The Youth Choir will be singing on Sunday, November 12 at 9:30am, with a rehearsal at 9:00am sharp and      
again at 10:45am.  They also practice on Sunday, November 26 at 10:45am.  

 

HAND BELLS  
 

The Hand bell Choir will play for worship on Sunday, November 12 at 9:30am, with a rehearsal at 8:15am.    
Thursday evening rehearsals are on November 2, 9, 16 and 30 at 7:00pm.  No rehearsal on November 23! 

 

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions regarding Emanuel’s music program.  See you in worship!  

 

Mark J. Breutzmann, Music Director 

Home:  414.272.2230 

Mobile:  414.336.2507 

E-mail:  markb@emanuel-ucc.org        



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A BIG Thank You to Lori Abramowski for all of her hard work on the Packer Raffle!  This years Grand Prize    
Winner (Packer Tickets including a hotel night stay and the Tundra Lodge) was Carrie Gott!  Thank you to         

everyone who sold or bought tickets for this great fundraiser.  The Church Member who sold the most tickets      
was Steve Szklarski, who sold over 60 tickets!!!   

 

Thank you to Craig Edler for donating our new doors for the back entrances of the church. Craig had also           
donated his time to install the doors and made sure everything was working properly.   

A great improvement for Emanuel Church. 
 

 

Thank you is not enough for all of the prayers, cards, support, bringing me home from the hospital and assisting  
me to get set up to be home, offers to take me to run an errand and rides folks have given so freely of these past  
several weeks. It truly has been an adventure and I am so grateful for each and every one.   
 

It also has been special to be back with you for several of the Sundays during this time. As many know, I am filling 
in at the East Troy church as their long term Pulpit Supply Licensed Minister while I continue my search for a call 
to a local congregation. 
 

I also thank Pastor Bill for his visits, and ending our visit a little sooner to run me to the pet shop when my         
Sapphire (dog) decided to go into heat and I was not prepared for it. Hopefully it is her last time leading into      
being bred next year. 
 

This time of being home and often times sitting in silence outside with Sapphire for hours at a time, I prayed for 
folks in need, whether physical, spiritual, or in some other crisis. As we all know, it has been an eventful several 
weeks with all of the hurricanes, wild fires, and earthquakes.  
 

I also kept close the daily then weekly updates of my friend’s daughter, Kathy, following the critical motorcycle   
accident. As critical as her injuries were, as prayerful believers, we know the power of the literally hundreds and 
maybe even thousands of prayers offered by folks.  
 

Over the course of her treatment the doctors and staff commented how they haven’t seen folks with her types of   
injuries make such progress. Recently, Kathy and her family were asked if they could use her case to present to  
other medical providers so others can learn from her case. The doctors also knew and understood the power of        
family involvement and of the Prayers for Kathy in her recovery. We continue to pray for Kathy’s continued       
healing and growth from this whole experience, and also for her faith to blossom.  
 

So, though I have been reliant on others these past several weeks, I am eternally grateful for the gifts you have    
given through who you are, for your prayers not only for me, but for so many others, and for the gift of time to   
pray through so many quiet moments. 
 
God’s Peace and Love, 
Lois Buchholz 
      

 
 

Thank you to Lonny Goecks and Dennis Ciche   
for “lighting” our parking lot! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   



 

 

 11/1 Christine Wilke 

 11/1 Nolan Perry 

 11/3 Mary Wood 

 11/4 Jessica Johnson 

 11/7 Gene Spakowitz 

 11/9 Jessica Lawton 

 11/11   Chad Abramowski 

 11/12 Mason Schmidt 

 11/13 Amanda Rossbach 

 11/21   Jenna Morris 

 11/23 Robert Lawton 

 11/25 Carol Lusis 

 11/27 Melissa Leamy 

 11/27 Chase Leamy 

 11/28 Marilyn Shepard 

 

APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY  

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday, January, 6th from 10am – 3pm all of us 
are invited to “The Summit.”  In Appreciative       

Inquiry “The Summit” is where all our hard work 
comes together and takes shape into specific         

directives to help build a bright future. We will share 
our wisdom and enjoy a meal together that day!   

__________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COOKIE WALK AND CRAFT SALE 
This year the Cookie Walk and Craft Sale will be on Sunday, December 

10th, after worship downstairs in Kurth Hall.  If you are interested in   
baking cookies or making crafts for this exciting  sale, please sign up on 

the sheet hanging on the bulletin board in the narthex.  The drop off      
for all crafts and cookies will be the Saturday before, December 9th,      

from 10am-12noon.   

__________________________________________________ 
 

CHURCHES CARING TOGETHER REPORT 

We had 138 volunteers registered from 9 congregations.     

We split into 7 different types of service projects where we: 

 Helped elderly people with cleaning at 5 residences 

 Painted and cleaned room at St. Catherine’s Residence 

 Made 140 snack bags for children in Salvation Army shelter 

 Prepared 250 Care packages for active military men and women 
from Wisconsin 

 Took 45 bags of trash out of Jackson Park 

 Planted 2 trees and  

 Sorted food for the food pantry, made greeting cards and knitted  
prayer shawls.    

Thank you!  Thank you!  For your hard work, I hope you had fun too and 
will tell others before next years… Churches Caring Together Event.   

See the video on our Facebook page by clicking on the link below. 

 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

SEPTEMBER 17th 

108 

OCTOBER 1st 

115 

SEPTEMBER 24th 

159 

OCTOBER 8th 

122 

OCTOBER 15th 

99 

OCTOBER 22nd 

 

 

THE GATHERING  

SCHEDULE FOR 2018 

January 20th 

March 10th 

September 29th 

October 27th 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP CHANGES!! 

The Schedule for Worship on Sunday, December 24th:   

9:30am – No service 

4pm – All Ages Christmas Eve Worship 

7pm – Traditional Christmas Eve celebration 

(Both 4pm and 7pm will be Candlelight Services) 

keywords_blended_featured_posts.htm



 

 

 

APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY – WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!! 
 

Proverbs 29:18 begins, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”   
 

During October and November volunteers from our congregation will be  

conducting conversations and interviews with those who participate in the life of our church.  This is the most     

important part of the AI process, which we have established is a positive, forward focused process seeking to bring 

the best of Emanuel forward into a bright and clearly defined future.  When a volunteer from our church contacts 

you, please prayerfully consider sitting down for 30-45 minutes, your input will be combined with many others to 

help us prepare God’s bright future for Emanuel church.   

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY – AFFIRMATIVE TOPIC 

   The steering team for our Appreciative Inquiry Process wants to share our “Affirmative Topic,”                             
a statement of who God is calling Emanuel Church to be.  

“We are a Christian community which embraces God’s call to love and serve all people, grow in faith and offer  
radical hospitality exemplified by Jesus Christ.  We express care for each person’s talents, gifts, and concern for the 

whole person.  Claiming God’s gifts of hope and innovation we renew our faith individually and collectively 
through worship, practice, service and play.”   

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

EMANUEL BOOK CLUB 
The Emanuel Book Group will begin meeting again in September.                                        

“The Coincidence of  Coconut Cake” by Amy Reichert is the book that will be discussed 
September 18 at 7 p.m. at the church.  The list of the books to be read for the rest of the year 
is posted on the bulletin board.  The members of the group would like to invite anyone who 

is  interested in reading a book every other month an discussing it with a lively bunch.  Join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY TO RESUME  

    Beginning Wednesday Sept. 20th the Wednesday morning bible study will resume.  

A group of  us gathers from 10am-11:30am each week to study the scripture readings 

which will be used in worship on Sunday, following the lectionary.  Everyone is invit-

ed to join us.  We use a curriculum which may be downloaded at ... 

                    http://www.ucc.org/weekly_seeds     

 

At this website you may also sign up to receive the curriculum by weekly email.  You are welcome to attend, bring 

a friend as coffee, fellowship, prayer and bible study are shared together.    

              November 20      

              A Man Called Ove    

              by Fredrick Bachman 

                    March 19   

                    Death of an Ordinary Man  

                    by Glen Duncan  

              January 15         

              Find Her  

              by Lisa Gardner 

                    June 18  

                    The Weight of Water  

                    by Anita Shreve 

http://www.ucc.org/weekly_seeds


 

 

Pastor - Rev. Bill Utke 
rev.bill@emanuel-ucc.org 
Emergency (414) 255-4224 
 

 

Director of Intergenerational Ministries 
Rev. Lisa Irwin 
lisa@emanuel-ucc.org  
 

 

Music Director  
Mark Breutzmann  
markb@emanuel-ucc.org 
 

 

Office Manager  
Karin McElrone 
karin@emanuel-ucc.org 

Emanuel Church, Hales Corners 

10627 W. Forest Home Ave. 

Hales Corners, WI 53130 

(414) 425-1515 

www.emanuel-ucc.org 

 

Please accept our invitation to join us each Sunday 

at 9:30am 

 

      

 

NOVEMBER 15th -  FRAZZLED FAMILY DINNER 

NOVEMBER 22ND -  THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP 7PM @ 

 (Whitnall Park Lutheran Church) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED -  NOV. 23RD & 24TH 

DECEMBER 12TH - SOUTH MILWAUKEE BAND CONCERT 

DECEMBER 15TH -  COMMUNITY CHORUS CONCERT @ 7PM 

DECEMBER 16TH - COMMUNITY CHORUS CONCERT  @ 2:30PM 

DECEMBER 24TH - CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 4PM & 7PM 


