
Dear Members and Friends of Emanuel Church,            
  
   The Lord be with you in these unprecedented days.  The leaders of Emanuel have been in serious conversation about 
responding to COVID-19/Coronavirus.  We have received direction from the Hales Corners Health Department strongly 
recommending churches conduct worship online.  After much discussion we have decided to follow these guidelines and 
reevaluate in two weeks.  This will be posted on the church answering machine and on Facebook.  
  
   We are working to set up worship online, we believe there will be a live option and an archived option.  We expect 
worship will be live at 10am Sunday mornings with the service saved for later viewing.  There may be other materials 
which we share on the page.  I am still having a learning curve with Youtube, but in the next couple days we will let you 
know specifically how to access this resource. 
  
   I will also be preparing more regular communication that will come in the form of emails: prayers, inspiring words, 
helpful hints and more.  We are aware that some in our congregation are not “online,” we pray you will keep in contact 
with them and share resources too. Feel free to have anyone in need contact me or Karin for a mailed copy of some 
materials we produce.     
  
   We encourage you to stay in touch with loved ones and church members who are confined or restricted to their living 
quarters.  We also encourage you to compassionately respond to any prejudice that has and continue to be agents of 
sharing good information provided by the Center for Disease Control. 
  
    For most of us, though, there are numerous helpful resources online:   

1. Beliefnet.com is a helpful resource for spiritual growth and entertainment.   
2. The United Church of Christ has UCC.org and numerous UCC Facebook pages you can connect with.   
3. The Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer presents “Into the Mystic” at ucc.org.   
4. Weekly Seeds is a UCC bible study resource that is free.   
5. FaithLens.org provides weekly resources from our partners in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

America that are helpful for youth spirituality, find it by searching “FaithLens ELCA.”   
6. There are children’s spiritual activities based on scripture on Textweek.com, it takes a little searching I 

can help you with if you need.  Also very helpful for children is 
http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/ 

7. The Center for Progressive Renewal has listed several churches that conduct online worship which 
have been found to be inspiring.  They are: Middle Collegiate Church, NY, Church of the Resurrection, 
KS, Old South Church, MA, City of Refuge, CA, Countryside Church, NE.  I would add Trinity UCC in 
Chicago, an African American UCC church and largest congregation in the denomination also holds 
online worship and these churches can be “googled”.  These are available beyond the resources we will 
produce. 

  
   As you become aware of other good resources don’t hesitate to share them with me by email or on Facebook.  We 
pray the God who offers wholeness and comfort, who overcomes death with new life, will guide us into the fullness of a 
new day with a deeper appreciation of human contact and help us love each other even as Christ loved us.   
  
Peace,   Rev. William Utke 
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